
THE REUBEN BOOMERSHINE FAMILY STORY 
(Some Characters Before 1500) 

Reynold of CHATILLON-SUR-LOING 

Birth: 1090/1137  
Death: 1187, executed on orders of Saladin after the battle of Hattin  
 
Alexander "1st Lord of Boketon" De Boketon: 
 
Event: Note As far as ALEXANDER DE BOKETON's ancestors, this was rec'd from 
LDS, so, they are NOT proven.  
Event: Note His great grandfather was one of the Norman nobles who invaded England 
with William the Conqueror.  
Burial: ABT. 1236 St. John the Baptist Cemetery, Greenes Norton, County 
Northampshire, ENGLAND  
Immigration: BET. 1181 - 1202 Removed from the mainland in France to the British 
Isles (England)  
Event: Title (Facts Pg) BET. 1202 - 1236 Lord, Sir, Knight (by King John), 1st Baron de 
Boketon  
Event: Born 2 ABT. 1181 Boketon, County Northampton, ENGLAND 1 2 3  
Religion: Roman Catholic  
Residence: 1202 King John bestowed estate of Boughton in County Northampton 
(England)  
NATI: Norman descendant  
Note:  
NOTE: The 'Holy Roman Empire', in general usage, the designation applied to an 
amorphour political entity of western Europe, originated by Pope Leo III in 800 A.D., 
and in nominal existence more or less continuously until 1806. For purposes of historical 
accuracy, it should be noted that, in its initial stages, the organization was styled 'Empire 
of the West' and 'Roman Empire'; and that the epithet "Holy" did not appear in the  
official title until 1155.  
 
Just an interesting bit of history, apparently our ALEXANDER DE BOKETON  
b:c 1181 was born under the 'Hohenstaufen Dynasty' with first emperor Frederick I 
reigning at his birth (c1152-1190, crowned 1155), then emperor Henry VI (1190-1197, 
crowned 1191). I suspect that either his family immigrated to the British Isles (England) 
during his childhood or he left for said Isles in early manhood since his son WALTER 
b:Abt. 1200-1210 was said to have been born there. 
 
SOURCE: Universal Standard Encylclopedia, Vol. 12, Pgs. 4370-4373 
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THE GREENE FAMILY 
 
The Greene family is an English and American family, its history being divided into two 
periods, from 1202 to 1635 in England, and from 1635 to the present in America. In the 
period for 1630 to 1640, that of the great Puritan Migration into Massachusetts, several 
men by the name of Greene came to the colonies, most of them settling in New England. 
Of all these, two of them are of particular interest to us. Both of their names were John, 
and their wives names were Joan. They were second cousins German, that is, one was the 
second cousin of the other's father. The elder of these John Greenes settled in Warwick, 
Rhode Island, after a short sojourn in Massachusetts.  
 
He was the founder of the Warwick Greenes, who have furnished more men in public life 
to the State of Rhode Island than any other family in the state. It is from this family that 
General Nathanael Greene is descended. (MY NOTE: The "Warwick Greene's" is my 
direct ancestry.) 
 
The other John Greene settled at Quidnessett and became the founder of the Quidnessett 
Greenes. These two related families have multiplied so that today, not even the Smiths, 
Joneses, or Johnsons outnumber them in their native state. It is said to be unwise to speak 
ill of any Rhode Islander to a Greene because he is sure to be a Greene or a kin of the  
Greenes! Rhode Island itself might better have been called the State of Greene because of 
the part the Greene family has played in its entire history from the beginning, the two 
John Greenes being associated with Roger Williams in the founding of the colony.  
 
He who steps out into the night finds at first that all is gross darkness, but as he gropes his 
way, dim landmarks begin to shape themselves out of the darkness. The faint rays of light 
grow plainer, and the traveller at last walks in a path that has familiar objects to the  
right and the left to show him how far he has come and in what direction he is going. So 
in this history, the beginning of the Greene family is shrouded in the night of the 
unchronicled story of centuries ago. A date or two comes down to us. The hazy figure of 
Lord Alexander rises like a ghost from his seven centuries of dust. There is a certain 
branching and widening out of the family. Not until the fourth lord of the line comes 
more than the name of the Lords de Greene.  
 
All that we really know of the first Lord de Greene may be summed up in this brief 
paragraph. Alexander, of the House of Arundel, a Knight of the King's court, was the 
great-great grandson of Alen de la Zouche, the uncle of William the Conqueror and Duke 
of Bretagne, and the great grandson of one of the Norman nobles who invaded England 
with William the Conqueror in 1066. King John bestowed the estate of Boughton in  
Northampton upon him in 1202. John was the ruler of both England and France and 
apparently awarded Boughton, or Boketon, to Lord Alexander in return for the latter's 
support during a rebellion that raged in England while the king was in France putting 
down a similar rebellion there. The exact extent of the estate is not known, but the least a 
great baron could own and hold his rank was fifty hides of land, i.e., six thousand  
acres. Halstead, in his Succinct Genealogies, a very rare work done in 1585, says that at 
one time the Greenes were the largest land owners in the kingdom.  
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Lord Alexander assumed a surname after his chief estate de Greene de Boketon, i.e., the 
Lord of the Park of the Deer Enclosure. A green in the early day was a park. Boketon is 
an old, old word meaning the buck's ton, or paled-in enclosure. Centuries ago the 
terminal syllable, ton, had lost its original sense and meant a town. So that Boketon, still 
used in the original sense, shows that Lord Alexander came to an estate named long  
before and noted for its extensive parks and deer preserves. Boketon became Bucks, 
Buckston, and later Boughton, its present name. It lies in Northampton.  
 
For five generations the de Greenes spoke Norman-French. They were a family that 
delighted in athletic sports. They hunted, hawked, and attended tournaments, played 
games of tennis, cricket, and bowls. All of them in their generations were noted for their 
fine bowling alleys, two or three of which were the finest in England.  
 
Charles I was arrested at Althorpe, where he had gone to bowl, and this once belonged to 
the Greenes.  
 
Alexander had a passionate love of horticulture that has throughout these seven centuries 
dominated his entire line of descendants. There is probably no other English speaking 
family today that has so many members that delight in beautiful home grounds and in 
flowers and fruit and finely kept farms.  
 
In 1215, when the English Lords forced King John to sign the Magna Carta, there were 
only seven barons that adhered to John and Lord Alexander de Greene de Boketon was 
not one of them. Therefore, he must have been one of the two thousand nobles who put 
their united protests in the hands of twenty-five lords who presented the Magna Carta to 
the king and forced him to sign that document that guaranteed both the lives and the 
property of his subjects from arbitrary spoliation. One of the signers was Roger, Earl of 
Winchester, whose great-great granddaughter, Lucie de la Zouche, married Sir Alexander 
de Greene's great-great grandson, Lord Thomas Greene (5th generation).  
 
SOURCE: Maxson Frederick Greene, http://www.paintedhills.org/green_family.htm 
 
The GREENE family was a branch of the de la Zouche family of whom Gibbon, the 
historian, said that they had the most royal blood and the most strain of royal blood in all 
Europe. The Greene's at one time were the largest land owners in all England. They were 
over fifty times descent of Charlemagne (known as 'Charles the Great, King of the Franks 
and Emperor of the West'), the greatest man of a thousand years.  
 
There were a dozen decents from Alfred the Great and fifty from Wittekind. They had the 
blood of Irish, Scotch, Saxon, English, and Bohemian Kings; they came from ancient 
Parthian Emperors long before the time of our Lord Jesus Christ; regular heathens; 
Russian rulers; French Kings; Constantine the Great; and Basil the Great, the Byzantine 
Emperor.  
 
Through the Royal Welsh line, they claimed a double infusion of Jewish blood -- one line 
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from Aaron, the first High Priest; the other from King David himself. Queen Victoria of 
the same blood firmly believed this. A dozen titular saints, a dozen signers of the Magna 
Charta, and over thirty crusaders were in this descent.  
 
Alexander, a younger son of the de la Zouche family, was given an estate and title as a 
"Great Baron" by King John of England in 1202 AD. The estate was that of de Greene de 
Boketon. Walter de Boketon, was in the Seventh Crusade in 1244. Walter's son, John de 
Greene de Boketon, died in the next crusade in 1271 leaving a year old son, Thomas, who 
became Sir Thomas de Greene (married Alice Bottisham). Then came Thomas de Greene  
(b: c1288) who married Lady Lucy de la Zouche, his relative. 
 
Wittekind's line of descent is as follows: 
 
Wittekind -- the German hero whom Charlemagne conquered and converted to  
Christianity, and married Princess Geva. 
Robert the Strong -- the grandson of Wittekind and Geva. He married  
Adelaide le Debonnaire, the daughter of Emperor Louis le Debonnaire and  
granddaughter of Charlemagne. 
Hugh -- the King maker of France. 
Hugh Capet (his son). 
King Robert I. 
King Henry I of France -- and through their wives from Emperors of  
Germany, Czars of Russia, Emperors of Byzantine, the early Saxon Kings  
and William the Conqueror. 
 
Then eight generations more with the Royal Welsh, Spanish, Irish, and  
Scotch heirs in their veins to Lady Lucy de la Zouche (b: c1279) who  
married her relative Sir Thomas de Greene (b: c1288).  
 
They remained in the royal line for several hundred years. Saher de Quincey, Earl of 
Winchester, and one of the Magna Charta Barons, wrested the Great Charter from King 
John on the field of Runnymede in June of 1215.  
 
The name "Greene" was originally written "de Greene". It appears that the Greene's 
assumed their name from an allusion to their principal and beloved manor which was 
Buckton, Town of Bucks, in the County of Northampton, England. The place was known 
for the excellency of its soil, its situation, and its spacious and delightful green. From 
Buckton, they assumed three bucks for their coat of arms. They were Lords of the Manor  
and owned many stately castles.  
 
In King Edward the III's reign (1327-1377), Sir Henry Greene (1310-1370) obtained for 
himself and his heirs the grand of a fair to be held yearly for three days beginning on the 
vigil of St. John the Baptist. Since that time down to the middle of the nineteenth century 
this fair was held up on the spacious green which gave name to the Greene family.  
 
In the reign of Henry V (1413-1422), Sir Thomas Greene was warden of Whittlebury 
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Forest, an office which he "held in capite of the King by service of lifting up his hand 
towards the King yearly on Christmas Day in what place so-ever the King is."  
 
Sir Henry de Greene was the Lord Chief Justice of England, and the ancestor of six Sir 
Thomas' who succeeded one another on the estate of Northampton without interruption. 
The last one died in 1506 leaving a daughter, Mathilda or Maude Greene, who married 
Sir Thomas Parr. Katherine Parr, the daughter of this Sir Thomas Parr and Mathilda or  
Maude Greene, was the sixth and last Queen of Henry VIII (1509-1547). At her death the 
estate passed to the Crown, but was restored to the Greene's in 1550 by a grant from 
Edward VI (1547-1553) who gave it to his uncle, Katherine Parr's brother, Sir Thomas 
Parr. This Sir Thomas Parr was a Knight of the Garter.  
 
Robert Greene, Gentleman of Bowridge Hill, Gillingham, County of Dorsetshire, 
England, was taxed on the subsidy rolls of Henry VIII in 1547 and those of Queen 
Elizabeth in 1558. (REF: papers from Mrs. William B. Smith (30) of DeCatur, Georgia, 
as given in "A Family Genealogy" by William Henry Beck, III).  
 
The family name of Greene is derived, says Somerby, from possessions held in 
Northamptonshire as early as the times of King Edward I. In 1320 Sir Thomas de Greene, 
Lord of Broughton (or Boughton), and Norton, later called "Greene's Norton", succeeded 
to the estate. His son, Sir Henry de Greene, Lord of Greene's Norton, was Lord Chief 
Justice in 1353. The tomb of the latter which remains perfect, is ornamented with many 
shields showing different houses with with he was connected, and conspicuous  
among them is the coat of arms of his own family.  
 
The mother of Sir Thomas de Greene (Lady Lucy de la Zouche), was a direct descendant 
of Henry I of France; of Saher (or Saer) de Quincey, Earl of Winchester, one of the 
twenty-five barons who extorted the Magna Charta from King John; and also of 
Alfredthe Great of England. (REF: "Americans of Royal Descent" by Charles Browning).  
 
REFERENCES: Taken from paper from Mrs. Frank Graham of Dawson, Georgia; 
arranged by Miss Mary E. Lathrop, assisted by Mrs. Henry Waterman of Central Falls, 
Rhode Island; and Mrs. Mary A. Greene of Providence, Rhode Island, as accounted by 
William Henry Beck, III --- "A Family Genealogy".  
URL: http://www.geocities.com/pameladhudson/greenehistory.html  
 
In the year 1202, King John of England bestowed the estate of Boketon (Boughton) on 
Alexander, a knight in his court. The following year (1203), "Alexander de Boketon 
recovered the advowson of the Church of St. John the Baptist at Boketon (a seigniorial 
right of the Lords of Boketon) against Simon de Hecter and Simon de Boketon. 
 
Nothing is certain about Alexander's ancestry. Writers have suggested that he may have 
been the son of William de Cantilupe, that his mother may have been a de Cantilupe, or 
as assumed here, that his wife was the daughter of William de Cantilupe. 
 
In 1202, there were only two titles of nobility: earls and knights. The knights were 
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subdivided into greater and lesser barons. The great barons held their estates from the 
crown. The lesser barons held their estates as a subdivision from an overlord or great 
baron. Lord Alexander was a great and wealthy baron, and one of the largest land owners 
in all of England. He had power over his estate like a petty king. In exchange for the 
power granted from the king, he had to furnish many men for the king's wars, pay a 
portion toward the dowry of the princesses, and entertain the king when the king was in 
his territory. In addition, he had to pay homage to the crown. The Lords de Grene paid 
homage from 1202 to 1506 "by lifting up his right hand toward the king yearly on 
Christmas Day, in what place soever the king is." (Halstead's Genealogy, 1585). A  
household account by the steward of Lord Alexander exists that states that his master's 
household consisted of 166 persons, including the forbisher who kept the armor bright, 
the fencing master, harper, priest, bedesman or praying man, the almoner who looked 
after the poor, and the barner who kept the 24-hour fires in the castle in order. Lord 
Alexander kept an open table, and fed an average of 57 visitors a day. The knights  
sat with the Lord at one end of the table, and were served the choicest foods. The 
retainers and commoners sat "below the salt" and ate coarser victuals, or as we say now, 
"humble pie." 
 
The Lords de Grene lived in state. They wore rich apparel, belted with a gold or silver 
girdle to which was attached a purse, rosary, pen, ink horn, set of keys, and an elaborately 
chased and sheathed dagger. These accoutrements showed their rank. When they rode, 
they always wore gold spurs, and their armor was brightly polished and magnificent. 
They wore robes in Parliament, hats and plumes at court and at the king's coronation, and 
a crimson velvet cap lined with ermine and having a plain gold band. Their servants wore 
the Greene livery, which was blue laced with gold. 
 
Although they lived in a period of early marriages, the Greene preferred to marry late in 
life. Nonetheless, they managed to have large families, often more boys than girls. The de 
Greenes had many purely family superstitions. One of them was their dislike of having a 
picture made of themselves. Even as late as 1850, some of them would not permit a 
picture of them to be made. 
 
Boughton (Boketon) lies a few miles north of the town of Northampton. It was known as 
an estate before the Conquest (1088). It contained 1,400 acres of good soil. Boughton 
Manor remained in the Greene family until about 1700, when it was purchased by 
Thomas Wentworth, third Lord Stafford. It later passed through other hands. In 1822, it 
was mostly leveled to the ground and a large new house took its place. To this day,  
the town of Boughton retains the appearance of an ancient town. A walk through the 
village revealed that the houses had been carefully modernized so as to not detract from 
the outward medieval appearance of the buildings. In the rural cemetery was found the 
ruins of an ancient church, a part of the ivy-covered walls still standing. This may be the  
location of the original parish church at Boughton, dedicated to St. John the Baptist. It 
stood on the green near a famous spring. As early as the time of Henry VIII, it had begun 
to fall into decay. By 1785, nothing remained but ruins. There seems to be no description 
of the interior extant. It contained the tombs of some of the early members of the Greene  
family. 
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Baker, in his History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire presented an account of two of 
the Greene monuments. One of these bore the arms of Greene and those of allied families 
of Zouche, Drayton, and Marblethorpe. The other had "a portraiture of a man in a short 
gowne yt should shew hym a lawyer, having also a s'geant's coyfe. His wyfe also lies in  
portraiture by him." 
 
On this tomb, at the head, were sculptured the arms of Greene; on the south side they 
were repeated, and near them the Zouch device; on the north, Greene between Zouch 
impaling Greene, and Reynes impaling Greene, showing marriages with the daughters of 
Greene, who were probably here interred. At the foot of the tomb was a shield bearing a 
fess between six crosses patee, the arms of a family not named by Baker, who remarks 
that this monument had been erroneously assigned to the Greene who married a 
Marblethorpe; "but, as the Lord Chief Justice was the only one of the family who attained 
to legal eminence, and his daughter having married Zouch and Reyes, it may with 
confidence be applied to him." 
 
SOURCE: "Colonial Families of America" by McKenzie, Volumes I and II 
 
 
Alan LA ZOUCHE 

Constable of the Tower of London, a descendant in the male lineof the Counts of Porhoet 
in Brittany. 
REF Theroff. Justiciar of Ireland 
 
Sir Alan la Zouche in the 26th Henry III [1242] had a military summons to attend the 
king into France, and in ten year s afterwards had the whole county of Chester and all 
North Wales placed under his government. In the 45th of the same reign [1272] he 
obtained a charter for a weekly market a t Ashby-la-Zouche, in Leicestershire, and for 
two fairs in the year at Swavesey. About the same time he was constituted warden of all 
the king's forests south of Trent, as also sheriff of Northamptonshire. In the 46th he was 
made just ice itinerant for the cos. Southampton, Buckingham, and Northampton; and 
upon the arbitration made by Lewis, King of France, between Henry III and the barons, 
he was one of the sureties on behalf of the king. In three years afterwards he was 
constituted constable of the Tower of London and governor of the castle at Northampton. 
Sir Alan Zouche was violently assaulted in Westminster Hall in 1268 by John, Ear l of 
Warren and Surrey upon occasion of a dispute between the regarding some landed 
property, and with his son, Roger, who happened to be with him, severely wounded. He 
m. Elena, dau. and heir of Roger de Quinci, Earl of Winchester, and by her (who d. 1296] 
had issue, Roger, his successor, and Eudo, from whom the Zouches, Barons Zouche, of 
Harynwort h derive. Alan le Zouche d. in 1269 and was s. by his elder son, Roger. [Sir 
Bernard Burke, Dormant, Abeyant, Forfeit ed, and Extinct Peerages, Burke's Peerage, 
Ltd., London, 18 83, p. 598, Zouche, Baron Zouche, of Ashby, co. Leicester] 

ROGER LA ZOUCHE 
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Roger la Zouche [elder brother William dsp 1199], of Ashby- de-la-Zouche, Leics; 
served in Poitou, possibly under Geoffrey (died 1205), an illegitimate son of King John 
who held the homour of Perche and led an expedition of mercenaries to France in 1205, 
and again in 1214, though under some other leader; served in Ireland 1210; took an oath 
to uphold the baronial enforcement of Magna Carta 1215 but witnessed a charter issued 
by John 1216, hence had presumably switched support to the King by then; benefited 
from substantial land grants in Cambs, Devon, Hants and Norfolk at John' s and Henry 
III's hands; Sheriff of Devon 1228-31; a witness to Henry III's confirmation of Magna 
Carta Jan 1236/7; married Margaret (died in or after 1220 or even as late as 1232 or after) 
and died by 14 May 1238. [Burke's Peerage] 
 
----------------- 
 
Roger la Zusche who, for his fidelity to King John, had a grant from that monarch of the 
manors of Petersfield and Maple Durham, co. Southampton, part of the lands of Geffrey 
de Mandeville, one of the rebellious barons then in arms. In the next reign he was sheriff 
of Devonshire and had further grants from the crown. By Margaret, his wife, he had 
issue, Alan, his successor, and William, who left an only dau., Joice, who m. Robert 
Mortimer, of Richard's Castle, and had issue, Hugh Mortimer, summoned to parliament 
as Lord Mortimer, of Richard's Castle; and William Mortimer, who assumed the surname 
of Zouche, and was summoned to parliament as Lord Zouche, of Mortimer. He was s. by 
his elder son, Sir Alan la Zouche. [Sir Bernard Burke, Dormant, Abeyant, Forfeited, and 
Extinct Peerages, Burke's Peerage, Ltd., London , 1883, p. 598, Zouche, Baron Zouche, 
of Ashby, co. Leicester] 
 
---------- 
 
Ancestral Roots, p. 43, younger son (of Alan Ceoche of La Coche), heir to brother 
William 1199, sheriff of Devonshire 1228-31, a witness to Henry III's confirmation of the 
Magna Carta, d. shortly before 14 May 1238. Browning, p. 308, lists him as son of 
Roger, son of Alain IV, Viscount de Rohan, Count of Brittany and Mabilla, dau. of Raoul 
II, Lord of Fourgeres. 
[http://library.monterey.edu/merrill/family/dorsett6/d0005/ I10853.htm] 

 
EUDAF HEN OCTAVIUS 
THE FAMILY of Eudaf Hen (Octavius (his Roman name) the Old (Hen)), are 
purported to hail from the modern Gwent area of Wales, although at the time this 
was known as Ewyas, and encompassed later Gwent and Ergyng. Eudaf 
supposedly took up the British High Kingship after de feating Trahearn, the 
brother of King Coel Godhebog (the Magnificent), in the fourth century. He had 
no sons, and was succeeded by his son-in-law, the Emperor Magnus Maximus. 
Conan Meriadoc, his nephew, eventually became king of both Armorica and 
Dumnonia. 
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Like many prominent men of their era, Eudaf and Conan would have dressed as 
Romans, but maintained continuity with their Celtic traditions by claiming 
descent from Celtic "gods": Llyr Llediarth (Half-Speech), God of the Sea and his 
son, Bran Fendigaid (the Blessed), who was mortalised as a King of the Silures 
(in the Gwent region). These "gods" were in all likelihood glorified versions of 
historic Britons who ruled the Dumnonii and Silures, and perhaps others, as the 
High Kings of Britain. 
 
Eudaf also claimed the title Lord of the Gewissæ. This ma y have been applied to 
him by later Gwent or even Dumnonia n rulers to establish the legitimacy of a 
possible brief overlordship over the West Saxon Gewissæ (until they became a 
dominant force in the mid-sixth century). There is th e possibility that this title 
was incorrectly applied in reference to the Hwicce, Saxons of a later kingdom 
based on Gloucestershire, which had its own British origins in Caer Gloui. The 
West Saxons led the fighting against British kingdoms around Gloucester and the 
River Severn in the late sixth century, and the Hwicce seem to have grabbed their 
own kingdom from at least some of the land taken. 
 
Division of Ewyas 
 
After Eudaf Hen, Ewyas was ruled for a short period by his brother, Arthfael, and was 
passed onto his sons, Gwrgant ap Arthfael and Meirchion ap Gwrgant. This final 
probable ruler of Ewyas died childless, and the, by then, High King Vortigern, placed his 
eldest son in charge of the kingdom. By c.474, Gwrfoddw Hen, son of Amlawdd Wledig, 
had laid claim to the eastern half of Ewyas, and the Kingdom of Ergyng emerged from 
that under his rule, taking its name from its capital of Din Aricon. 
 
Eudaf Hen, supposed High-King of Britain 
Mid-4th Century 
(Latin: Octavius; English: Odda) 
 
Eudaf Hen (the Old) first appears in the old Welsh mythological tale, the "Dream of 
Macsen". The future Roman Emperor , Magnus Maximus, dreamt of Eudaf's beautiful 
daughter, Elen Lluyddog (of the Host), and sent emissaries across the Empire to find her. 
She was discovered in her father's palace at Caer-Segeint (Caernarfon) where the old man 
sat, carving 'gwyddbwyll' pieces (like chess-men). Maximus came to Britain, married the 
girl and eventually inherited her father's kingdom, much to the disgust of his male heir, 
Conan Meriadoc. 
 
If he existed at all, Eudaf lived in the mid-4th century. He would, therefore, have been a 
Romano-Briton, living an extremely Romanized lifestyle. The Latin Octavius the Old is 
therefore a much more appropriate form of his name. His daughter was Helena. 
 
The Dream story clearly indicates that Octavius was the monarch around Caernarfon in 
North Wales, but later writers - chiefly the mistrusted Geoffrey of Monmouth - made him 
"Duke of the Giwissei" or "Iarl Ergyng ac Ewias": evidently ruling in Ergyng and Gwent. 
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This may have arisen from his supposed descent from so-called pre-Roman Kings of 
Siluri a (named after the Celtic tribe who lived in that area). Though the connection is 
persistent and it is equally possible that the Caernarfon association is due to Maximus and 
Helena's later residence there. Octavius would not have been a king at this date, but 
perhaps a decurion of one of the se civitates (Roman towns). However, he is also called 
one of the High-Kings of Britain. Such a title would, clearly, not have existed either but it 
may indicate that he held a position of considerable importance in the Roman 
administration. The official with control of both the Caernarfon and Gwent areas was the 
Praeses of Britannia Prima. 
 
Geoffrey's mythology has Octavius taking up the British High-Kingship after defeating 
King Coel Godhebog (the Magnificent)'s brother, Trahearn, in battle near Winchester. So 
perhaps he took office by force. 
 
Early records are confused about Eudaf's descendants. Some stories claim that he had 
various sons, Conan, Adeon/Gade on and Eudaf II. Others, that Helena was his sole direct 
heiress and that Conan, his male heir, was only his nephew. This appears to fit best. 
Magnus Maximus and his wife probably inherited Eudaf's position in society, helping the 
former to put himself forward as Emperor of the West. Conan mad e excellent marriages 
and was placated with vast estates given by his cousin's husband. Adeon/Gadeon alias 
Cadfan was actually his son. Eudaf II appears very late and is probably mythological. 
 
Generally considered Legendary. 

 
St. Cyllin Ap Caradoc 
 
biographical and/or anecdotal: 
King of Siluria, was sainted by the early Church of Britain . "He first of the Cymry gave 
infants names, for before names were not given except to adults, and then from 
something characteristic in their bodies, minds, or manners." His brother Linus the 
Martyr, his sister Claudia and her husband Rufus Pudens aided the Apostle Paul in the 
Christian Church in Rome, as recorded in II Timothy 4:21 and Romans 16:13 (Rufus 
Pudens and St. Paul are shown to be half-brothers, with the same mother but different 
fathers. "His mother and mine." She thus appears to have been the mother of an elder son, 
Paul, by a Hebrew husband, and a younger son, Rufus, by a second marriage with a 
Roman Christian.) 
 
 
CARADOC CARATUS 
biographical and/or anecdotal: 
King of Siluria (now Monmouthshire, etc.), where he died. He was born at Trevan, 
Llanilid, in Glamorganshire. His valiant services to his country have been told in 
connection with the attempted invasions of the island. The Bards record his wise saying: 
"Oppression persisted in brings on death." 
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notes or source: ancestry.com & HBJ 
King Caradoc's birth-book (pedigree register) records his own as well as others' descent 
from illustrious ancestors, through thirty-six generations from *Aedd Mawr 
 
Caratacus, the First British Hero 
 
An historical person with some legendary accretions, Caratacus (also spelled Caractacus) 
was the king of the Catuvellauni at the time of the Roman invasion under their 
commander , Aulus Plautius. Caratacus emerges from history as one of the few early 
Britons with a distinct personality, thanks in large part to the accounts of Tacitus and 
Cassius Dio . He and his brother, Togodumnus, were said to be sons of the British king, 
Cunobelinus, and, after the king's death, became the leaders of the anti-Roman campaign 
that managed to resist the invaders for a period of nearly nine years.* 
 
After some early defeats in the east, Caratacus moved west into more rugged territories 
that would be easier to defend. His numerically inferior forces survived an indecisive 
engagement with the Romans in the land of the Silures (modern-day Glamorgan in 
Wales) and so Caratacus moved north , to the land of the Ordovices (central Gwynedd, 
southern Clwyd, northern Powys) to find the ideal location for a battle which he intended 
to be decisive. 
 
Caratacus' final defeat came at the hands of the Roman governor, Ostorious Scapula, in 
51 AD. Although his forces were defeated, Caratacus was not killed in the battle and 
managed to escape to the land of the Brigantes in northern Britain, where he hoped to 
find safety and a base for future resistance to the Romans. Unfortunately for him, 
Cartimandua , the Queen of the Brigantes, was bound by a client-ruler relationship with 
the Romans, so she handed Caratacus over to them. 
 
He was sent to Rome along with other captives, where he came to Claudius' attention for 
his courtesy and bearing and so was pardoned. He and his family were permitted to live 
out their lives in peace in Italy, but the date of his death is unknown. 
 
The account of these events is taken from Tacitus' "Annals," Book XII (translated by 
Alfred John Church and William Jackson Brodribb): 
 
The army then marched against the Silures, a naturally fierce people and now full of 
confidence in the might of Caratacus, who by many an indecisive and many a successful 
battle had raised himself far above all the other generals of the Britons. Inferior in 
military strength, but deriving an advantage from the deceptiveness of the country, he at 
once shifted the war by a stratagem into the territory of the Ordovices, where, joined by 
all who dreaded peace with us, he resolved on a final struggle. He selected a position for 
the engagement in which advance and retreat alike would be difficult for our men and 
comparatively easy for his own, and then on some lofty hills, wherever their sides could 
be approached by a gentle slope, he piled up stones to serve as a rampart. A river too of 
varying depth was in his front, and his armed bands were drawn up before his defences. 
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Then too the chieftains of the several tribes went from rank to rank, encouraging and 
confirming the spirit of their men by making light of their fears, kindling their hopes, and 
by every other warlike incitement. As for Caratacus, he flew hither and thither, protesting 
that that day and that battle would be the beginning of the recovery of their freedom, or of 
everlasting bondage. He appealed, by name, to their forefathers who had driven back the 
dictator Caesar, by whose valour they were free from the Roman axe and tribute, and still 
preserved inviolate the persons of their wives and of their children. While he was thus 
speaking, the host shouted applause; every warrior bound himself by his national oath not 
to shrink from weapons or wounds. 
 
Such enthusiasm confounded the Roman general. The river to o in his face, the rampart 
they had added to it, the frowning hilltops, the stern resistance and masses of fighting 
men everywhere apparent, daunted him. But his soldiers insisted on battle, exclaiming 
that valour could overcome all things; and the prefects and tribunes, with similar 
language , stimulated the ardour of the troops. Ostorius having asce rtained by a survey 
the inaccessible and the assailable poi nts of the position, led on his furious men, and 
crossed th e river without difficulty. When he reached the barrier, a s long as it was a 
fight with missiles, the wounds and th e slaughter fell chiefly on our soldiers; but when 
he had f ormed the military testudo, and the rude, ill-compacted fen ce of stones was torn 
down, and it was an equal hand-to-han d engagement, the barbarians retired to the 
heights. Yet ev en there, both light and heavy-armed soldiers rushed to th e attack; the 
first harassed the foe with missiles, while t he latter closed with them, and the opposing 
ranks of the B ritons were broken, destitute as they were of the defence o f breast-plates 
or helmets. When they faced the auxiliaries , they were felled by the swords and javelins 
of our legion aries; if they wheeled round, they were again met by the sa bres and spears 
of the auxiliaries. It was a glorious victo ry; the wife and daughter of Caratacus were 
captured, and h is brothers too were admitted to surrender. 
 
There is seldom safety for the unfortunate, and Caratacus , seeking the protection of 
Cartimandua, queen of the Briga ntes, was put in chains and delivered up to the 
conquerors , nine years after the beginning of the war in Britain. Hi s fame had spread 
thence, and travelled to the neighbourin g islands and provinces, and was actually 
celebrated in Ita ly. All were eager to see the great man, who for so many ye ars had 
defied our power. Even at Rome the name of Caratacu s was no obscure one; and the 
emperor, while he exalted hi s own glory, enhanced the renown of the vanquished. The 
peo ple were summoned as to a grand spectacle; the praetorian c ohorts were drawn up 
under arms in the plain in front of th eir camp; then came a procession of the royal 
vassals, an d the ornaments and neck-chains and the spoils which the ki ng had won in 
wars with other tribes, were displayed. Nex t were to be seen his brothers, his wife and 
daughter; las t of all, Caratacus himself. All the rest stooped in thei r fear to abject 
supplication; not so the king, who neithe r by humble look nor speech sought 
compassion. 
 
When he was set before the emperor's tribunal, he spoke a s follows: "Had my 
moderation in prosperity been equal to m y noble birth and fortune, I should have entered 
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this cit y as your friend rather than as your captive; and you woul d not have disdained to 
receive, under a treaty of peace , a king descended from illustrious ancestors and ruling 
ma ny nations. My present lot is as glorious to you as it is d egrading to myself. I had 
men and horses, arms and wealth . What wonder if I parted with them reluctantly? If you 
Rom ans choose to lord it over the world, does it follow that t he world is to accept 
slavery? Were I to have been at onc e delivered up as a prisoner, neither my fall nor your 
triu mph would have become famous. My punishment would be follow ed by oblivion, 
whereas, if you save my life, I shall be a n everlasting memorial of your clemency." 
 
Upon this the emperor granted pardon to Caratacus, to his w ife, and to his brothers. 
Released from their bonds, they d id homage also to Agrippina who sat near, conspicuous 
on an other throne, in the same language of praise and gratitude. 
Tacitus, in his account, gives us all the other details bu t fails to name the location of 
Caratacus' final battle. "O ne particular problem that has prompted much debate centre s 
on locating the so-called last stand of Caratacus - who h ad strategically chosen to move 
the scene of his activitie s from the territory of the Silures to that of the Ordovice s. Folk 
memory or antiquarianism has given the name Caer Ca radog (Caratacus' fort) to three 
hillforts, one dominatin g the Church Stretton gap, another south of Clun and the th ird in 
Clwyd. Although the second is relatively close to kn own Roman marching camps around 
Leintwardine, none have pro duced and evidence of investment. Moreover, all lack the ne 
arby river required by the Tacitean narrative. . ."A more l ikely possibility is offered by 
the massive limestone spu r of Llanymynech which dominates the western edge of the no 
rth Shropshire plain. Evidence of a Roman campaign base ha s now emerged at the 
western foot of the massif close t o a newly discovered Julio-Claudian fort at 
Llansantffrai d to make Llanymynech a strong candidate for identificatio n as Caratacus' 
chosen position." ** 
 
Excavations done at the above-mentioned locales have faile d to produce any conclusive 
archaeological fruit. So, it wo uld seem that any location that one chooses as one's favour 
ite candidate for Caratacus' "last stand," so long as it me ets Tacitus' topographical 
qualifications and is found in n ortheastern Wales or western Shropshire, is as valid a plac 
e as any. 
 
Some investigators have come to the conclusion that Caratac us is the historic original for 
King Arthur, while others i nsist that he and Arviragus, another early British figure i n the 
anti-Roman resistance, are one and the same. 
 
.................................................... 
 
* Cottrell, Leonard, "The Roman Invasion of Britain," Barne s & Noble, New York, 
1992, p.91 
** Jones, Barri and David Mattingly, "An Atlas of Roman Bri tain," Blackwell 
Publishers, Oxford, 1990. p. 66-7 

 
CARACTUS 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 
 
Caratacus (also spelled Caractacus) was a historical Britis h chieftain of the Catuvellauni 
tribe, who led the Britis h resistance to the Roman conquest. He may correspond wit h the 
legendary Welsh character Caradog (also written Carad oc, Caradawg) and the legendary 
British king Arvirargus. 
 
History 
Caratacus is named by Dio Cassius as a son of the Catuvella unian king Cunobelinus (the 
inspiration for William Shakesp eare's Cymbeline). Based on coin distribution Caratacus 
app ears to have been the protegé of his uncle Epaticcus, who e xpanded Catuvellaunian 
power westwards into the territory o f the Atrebates. After Epaticcus died ca. 35 AD, the 
Atreba tes, under Verica, regained some of their territory, but i t appears Caratacus 
completed the conquest, as Dio tells u s Verica was ousted, fled to Rome and appealed to 
the emper or Claudius for help. This was the excuse Claudius used t o launch his invasion 
of Britain in 43. 
 
Cunobelinus had died some time before the invasion. Caratac us and his brother 
Togodumnus led the initial defence of th e country against Aulus Plautius's legions, 
primarily usin g guerilla tactics, but were defeated in two crucial battle s on the rivers 
Medway (see Battle of Medway) and Thames. T ogodumnus was killed and the 
Catuvellauni's territories con quered, but Caratacus survived and carried on the resistanc 
e further west. 
 
We next hear of Caratacus in Tacitus's Annals, leading th e Silures and Ordovices in what 
is now Wales against Plauti us's successor as governor, Publius Ostorius Scapula. Final 
ly, in 51, Scapula managed to defeat Caratacus in a set-pie ce battle somewhere in 
Ordivician territory (see the Battl e of Caer Caradock), capturing Caratacus's wife and 
daughte r and receiving the surrender of his brothers. Caratacus hi mself escaped, and 
fled north to the lands of the Brigantes . The Brigantian queen, Cartimandua, however, 
was loyal t o Rome, and she handed him over in chains. This was one o f the events that 
led to an eventual Brigantian uprising ag ainst Cartimandua, and then the Romans, from 
69-71AD led b y Venutius, who had once been Cartimandua's husband. 
 
Legend places Caratacus' last stand at British Camp in th e Malvern Hills, but the 
description of Tacitus makes thi s unlikely: 
 
Caracticus played his final card and chose a site for a bat tle so that the approaches, the 
escape routes, everything , was awkward for us and to his side's advantage. On one si de 
there were steep hills. Wherever approaches were gentl e he piled boulders into a sort of 
rampart. In front of hi m flowed a river of doubtful fordability and squadrons of a rmed 
men were in position on the defences. 
Although the Severn is visible from British Camp, it is now here near it, so this battle 
must have taken place elsewher e. 
 
After his capture, Caratacus was sent to Rome as a war priz e, presumably to be killed 
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after a triumphal parade. Althou gh a captive, he was allowed to speak to the Roman 
senate . Tacitus records a version of his speech in which he say s that his stubborn 
resistance made Rome's glory in defeati ng him all the greater, viz; 
 
Had my moderation in prosperity been equal to my noble birt h and fortune, I should 
have entered this city as your frie nd rather than as your captive; and you would not have 
disd ained to receive, under a treaty of peace, a king descende d from illustrious ancestors 
and ruling many nations. My pr esent lot is as glorious to you as it is degrading to mysel 
f. I had men and horses, arms and wealth. What wonder i f I parted with them reluctantly? 
If you Romans choose to l ord it over the world, does it follow that the world is t o accept 
slavery? Were I to have been at once delivered u p as a prisoner, neither my fall nor your 
triumph would hav e become famous. My punishment would be followed by oblivio n, 
whereas, if you save my life, I shall be an everlastin g memorial of your clemency. 
He made such an impression that he was pardoned and allowe d to live in peace in Rome. 
After his liberation, accordin g to Dio Cassius, Caratacus was so impressed by the city o f 
Rome that he said "Why do you, who possess so many palace s, covet our poor tents?" 
 
Caratacus's name 
Older translations of Tacitus tend to favour the spelling " Caractacus", but modern 
scholars agree, based on historica l linguistics and source criticism, that the correct form i 
s "Caratacus", pronounced "ka-ra-TAH-kus", which gives th e attested names Caradog in 
Welsh and Carthach in Irish. 
 
British legend 
Caratacus's name survived in British legend as Caradawg, Cr adawg or Caradog, 
although his true historical context appe ars to have been forgotten. He appears in the 
Mabinogion, w here he is named as a son of Bran the Blessed. He is left i n charge of 
Britain while his father makes war in Ireland , but is overthrown by Caswallawn (the 
historical Cassivell aunus, who lived a century earlier than Caratacus). The Wel sh Triads 
agree that he was the son of Bran the Blessed an d name two sons, Cawrdaf and Eudaf. A 
later collection of T riads compiled by the 18th century Welsh antiquarian Iolo M 
organwg, the authenticity of which is doubtful, adds that C aradawg's father Bran was 
held hostage by the Romans for se ven years, and brought Christianity to Britain on his 
retur n. Iolo also makes the legendary king Coel a son of Caradaw g's son Cyllen. 
Caradawg's line is traced through Bran to A edd Mawr, giving him claim to the throne of 
Siluria (Monmou thshire). 
 
A genealogy of Lot, king of Lothian, Orkney, and Norway i n Arthurian legend, appears 
in the medieval manuscript know n as Harleian MS 3859. Three generations of his line 
read " Caratauc map Cinbelin map Teuhant". This is the equivalen t of "Caratacus, son of 
Cunobelinus, son of Tasciovanus", p utting the three historical figures in the correct 
order, a lthough the wrong historical context, the degree of linguis tic change suggesting 
a long period of oral transmission. T his is particularly interesting as Tasciovanus's name 
doe s not appear in any surviving classical text or legendary t ale, and has only been 
rediscovered in the 20th century thr ough coin legends. The remainder of the genealogy 
contain s the names of a sequence of Roman emperors, and two Wels h mythological 
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figures, Guidgen (Gwydion) and Lou (Llew). 
 
Caratacus does not appear in Geoffrey of Monmouth's Histori a Regum Britanniae, 
although he may correspond to Arvirargu s, a son of Cymbeline (Gweirydd, son of 
Cynfelyn, in Wels h versions). 
 
Caratacus and Christianity 
Caratacus is described as a "barbarian Christian" in Dio Ca ssius's Roman History 
(Epitome of Book LXI, 33:3c [1], Earn est Cary's translation for the Loeb Classical 
Library, 1914 -1927). This is a fragment of a lost passage of Dio, preser ved in two 
variant versions in the 6th century Excerpta Vat icana and by the 12th century chronicler 
Joannes Zonaras, b oth Christian documents which may not accurately reflect Di o's 
original. It should be noted that Herbert Baldwin Foste r's 1904 translation [2] reads 
"Carnetacus, a barbarian chi eftain". 
 
A theory popularised in The Drama of the Lost Disciples , a 1961 book by the British 
Israelite pseudohistorian Geor ge Jowett, claims that he was a Christian before he came t 
o Rome, and members of his family who were brought to Rom e with him became 
important figures in the early Christia n movement. 
 
The theory centres on Claudia Rufina, a historical Britis h woman known to the poet 
Martial (Epigrams XI:53). Jowet t identifies her as a daughter of Caratacus, and with the t 
he Claudia mentioned in 2 Timothy in the New Testament. Mar tial describes Claudia's 
marriage to a man named Pudens (Ep igrams IV:13), in all likelihood his friend Aulus 
Pudens, t o whom he addresses numerous poems; Jowett's theory identif ies him with St. 
Pudens, an early Christian saint whom he c laims was the half-brother of St. Paul. The 
historical Pop e Linus is claimed to be Caratacus's son on the basis of be ing described as 
the "brother of Claudia" in an early churc h document. The basilica of Santa Pudenziana 
in Rome was su pposedly once called the Palatium Britannicum and was the h ome of 
Caratacus and his family. 
 
However, Jowett's book is a pious fraud based on the delibe rate distortion of sources and 
cannot be relied upon. 

Cunobelinus 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 
 
Cunobelinus (also written Kynobellinus, Cunobelin) (late 1s t century BCE - 40s CE) was 
a historical king of the Catuve llauni tribe of pre-Roman Britain. He also appears in Briti 
sh legend as Cymbeline or Kymbeline (inspiration for Willia m Shakespeare's tragedy, 
Cymbeline), and in Welsh, Kynvely n or Cynfelyn. His name means "hound of (the god) 
Belenus " or "shining hound". 
 
History 
Cunobelinus's name is known from passing mentions by classi cal historians Suetonius 
and Dio Cassius, but most of wha t we know of his life can only be pieced together from 
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numi smatic evidence. 
 
He appears to have taken power in or around 9 AD from his f ather, Tasciovanus, who 
had conquered the neighbouring Trin ovantes. The combined kingdom was ruled from 
the former Tri novantian capital, Camulodunum (Colchester), also some coin s continued 
to be minted from Tasciovanus's former capital , Verulamium (St Albans). 
 
He had three notable sons, Adminius, Togodumnus and Caratac us, and a brother, 
Epaticcus. 
 
Epaticcus expanded his influence into the territory of th e Atrebates in the early 20s AD, 
taking the Atrebatan capit al Calleva (Silchester) by about 25. He continued to expan d 
his territory until his death in about 35, when his nephe w Caratacus took over from him 
and the Atrebates recovere d some of their territory. 
 
Adminius, judging by his coins, had control of Kent by thi s time. Suetonius tells us that 
in ca. 40 he was banished f rom Britain by his father and sought refuge with the Roma n 
emperor Caligula; Caligula treated this as if the entir e island had submitted to him. Other 
historians tells us th at Caligula prepared an invasion of Britain, but abandone d it in 
farcical circumstances, ordering his soldiers to at tack the waves and gather seashells as 
the spoils of victor y. 
 
Cunobelinus died some time before 43. Caratacus completed t he conquest of the 
Atrebates, and their king, Verica, fle d to Rome, providing the new emperor, Claudius, 
with a pret ext for the conquest of Britain. Caratacus and Togodumnus l ed the initial 
resistance to the invasion. 
 
Legend 
Cymbeline was a legendary king of the Britons as accounte d by Geoffrey of Monmouth. 
He was the son of King Tenvantiu s. 
 
Geoffrey writes in his Historia Regum Britanniae that Cymbe line was a powerful warrior 
raised in the courts of Empero r Augustus and his country was equipped with Roman 
weapons . It continues further stating that Cymbeline was very frie ndly with the Roman 
court and all tributes to Rome were pai d out of respect, not out of requirement. He had 
two sons , Guiderius, who succeeded him, and Arvirargus. 
 
A genealogy preserved in the medieval Welsh manuscript Harl eian 3859 contains three 
generations which read "Caratauc m ap Cinbelin map Teuhant". This is the equivalent of 
"Carata cus, son of Cunobelinus, son of Tasciovanus", putting the t hree historical figures 
in the correct order, although th e wrong historical context, the degree of linguistic chang 
e suggesting a long period of oral transmission. The remain der of the genealogy contains 
the names of a sequence of Ro man emperors, and two Welsh mythological figures, 
Guidgen ( Gwydion) and Lou (Llew). 
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Cunobelin's name lives on in England today. The group of vi llages in Buckinghamshire 
called the Kimbles are named afte r him. 

 
Tasciovanus 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 
 
Tasciovanus was a historical king of the Catuvellauni trib e before the Roman conquest 
of Britain. He probably corresp onds with Tenvantius, a legendary British king who 
appear s in Geoffrey of Monmouth's Historia Regum Britanniae (Hist ory of the Kings of 
Britain) and related texts. 
 
Tasciovanus is known only through numismatic evidence. He a ppears to have become 
king of the Catuvellauni about 20 BC , ruling initially from Verulamium (St Albans). For 
a brie f period ca. 15-10 BC his coins were issued from Camulodunu m (Colchester), so it 
would seem he ruled over the Trinovan tes at this time. After this his coins were once 
more issue d from Verulamium, and no longer refer to him by the Lati n title of "rex" 
(king). He reconquered Camulodunum by abou t 9 AD, and died not long afterwards. 
 
He had two notable sons: Cunobelinus, who succeeded him, an d Epaticcus, who gained 
territory at the expense of the Atr ebates. 
 
A genealogy preserved in the medieval Welsh manuscript Harl eian 3859 contains three 
generations which read "Caratauc m ap Cinbelin map Teuhant". This is the equivalent of 
"Carata cus, son of Cunobelinus, son of Tasciovanus", putting the t hree historical figures 
in the correct order, although th e wrong historical context, the degree of linguistic chang 
e suggesting a long period of oral transmission. The remain der of the genealogy contains 
the names of a sequence of Ro man emperors, and two Welsh mythological figures, 
Guidgen ( Gwydion) and Lou (Llew). 
 

  Name: Macsen Wledig (Magnus Maximus)  
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  Surname: Maximus)  
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Some time after Theodosius left a Britain in good Roman order, a Spanish born man 
named Magnus Maximus became either Governor of the province or a high ranking 
general in the army in Britain. Whatever he was, and I prefer the position o f Governor, 
he seems to have been held in great respect in Britain and even comes down to us in 
Welsh legend as Macs en Wledig. 
 
In AD 383 the army in Britain was probably unhappy with th e situation on the continent 
and declared Magnus Emperor, a lmost against his wishes. Magnus gathered an army in 
Britain for an expedition to Gaul to establish himself. Britain and Gaul were almost as 
one at this time, the western Empero r usually residing in the latter and although Britain 
was i solated by water it was still controlled from Gaul and th e British navy usually 
patrolled and controlled the channe l and the opposite coasts of the two provinces. The 
empero r of the west at this time was Gratian, who was totally sur prised by the invasion 
from Britain by Magnus and his army . Gratian was too slow to move and was 
subsequently killed . However, officially, his younger brother Valentinian wh o was 
residing in Rome at the time succeeded him as wester n emperor. There were so many 
problems in the empire that t he eastern emperor, Theodosius and Valentinian could not 
mu ster the resources to oust Magnus, so they made a pact wit h him, recognising Magnus 
as Augustus of Britain, Gaul an d Spain. 
 
This pact lasted until AD 387 when Magnus, for some unknow n reason, decided to 
invade Italy. When news reached Rome , Valentinian, still young and inexperienced, fled 
east t o a warm welcome by Theodosius. The invasion of Italy coul d not be tolerated and 
a large army was mobilised by Theodo sius, which immediately marched west to meet 
Magnus and hi s army. The two armies met north of Italy in AD 388 and The odosius 
won the day, Magnus being arrested and executed. Ma ny of Magnus’ troops were British 
and included the 20th Leg ion from Chester. The British contingent apparently fled t o the 
northwest of Gaul, settling in Armorica which becam e Brittany (or Little Britain), to be 
joined later by man y refugees from Britain during the ravages of the Anglo-Sax ons. 

Magnus Maximus, Emperor of the West 
(c.AD 340-388) 
(Welsh: Macsen; Latin: Maximus; English: Maximilian) 
 
According to Welsh legend, the Emperor Magnus Maximus, know n as Macsen Wledig 
(the Imperator), was a widowed senator l iving in Rome. Being a minor member of the 
Constantinian Im perial family, he felt it unjust that the Empire was rule d by the 
Emperors, Gratian & Valentinian, but there was lit tle he could do about it. 
 
In about 365, Maximus was out hunting one day when he reste d beneath a tree and fell 
asleep. He had a long dream abou t a palace far away. He entered the palace and 
encountere d an ageing King and two young men playing chess. Turning , his eyes met 
the most beautiful woman he could ever hav e imagined, sitting on a golden throne. On 
waking, Maximu s immediately sought out a local oracle who urged him to se arch out 
this beautiful maiden. So messengers were sent ou t across the Empire but, dispite 
exhaustive searches, all r eturned empty handed. There was no sign of Maximus' beauty. 
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Meanwhile, at the edge of the Empire, High-King Eudaf Hen o f Britain was getting very 
old. He decided it was time to a ppoint his official heir to the British Kingdom. His 
nephew , Conan Meriadoc, was perhaps the most obvious choice, thou gh the King's 
direct heir was his only daughter, Elen. Euda f's chief advisor, Caradoc, the King of 
Dumnonia, advocate d strengthening Roman links by marrying Elen to a man wit h 
Imperial connections. The two could then inherit the King dom together. He knew of 
such a steady young man in Rome wh o would make an ideal husband. Eudaf was 
intrigued. So ha d Caradoc send his son, Mauric, to seek this Roman out. 
 
Mauric arrived in Rome at the house of Magnus Maximus, jus t as he had received the 
unfortunate news that his dream gi rl could not be found. Glad of the distraction and 
persuade d by Mauric's suggestion that he might find support in Brit ain for his Imperial 
claims, Maximus gladly agreed to retur n with him. Comes Theodosius' historical 
expedition to Brit ain in order to quell barbarian risings actually brought Ma gnus 
Maximus to these shores in 368. Legend tells how the a rrival on the island of a large 
army of men caused quit e a stir and, not realising who it was, Eudaf sent Conan wi th an 
army to disperse them. Fortunately, Mauric persuade d all of their good intentions and 
Maximus was able to rid e off to Eudaf's court at Carnarfon (Caer-yn-Arfon alias Ca er-
Segeint). 
 
Upon being introduced to everyone, Maximus was astounded t o find that Eudaf was the 
old man in his dream and Conan, o ne of the chess-players (some say the other was his 
son, Ca dfan). He was then overjoyed to find that Eudaf's daughter , Elen, was his dream-
girl. The two fell in love immediatel y and were married with great pomp and ceremony. 
 
Eudaf died soon afterward, and Maximus and Elen inherited h is Kingdom. Conan was 
extremely annoyed and rode north to gather an army of Picts & Scots to overthrow them. 
However , Maximus defeated him and, being magnanimous in victory, t he two made 
peace. Conan became Maximus' dearest friend and also his magister militum. 
 
<http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/bios/images/maxcoin.jp g>  

At this point, we return to more historic details. New s reached Britain that 
Maximus' relative, Theodosius had be en elevated to the Eastern Imperial throne. 
Incensed, Maxim us invaded the Western Empire, in 383, along with his son V 
ictorius and 'Prince' Conan. They withdrew troops from Carn arfon (Caer-Segeint) 
& elsewhere in Britain and his men quickly proclaimed Maximus as Emperor. His 
armies marched across the continent, establishing his rule as they went. Cona n 
eventually killed the Western Emperor, Gratian, in battl e (being given Brittany as 
a reward), and Maximus became so le ruler of the West. 
 
Maximus set up his capital at Trier and ruled well over Bri tain, Gaul & Spain for 
four years. He was baptised a Christ ian, and was recognised as Emperor by 
Theodosius who was oc cupied with his own troubles elsewhere. Eventually 
however , Maximus was forced to make a move against Gratian's young er 
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brother, Valentinian, the Southern Emperor, who threaten ed his rule from Rome. 
He invaded Italy, took Milan and fo r a whole year besieged Rome, before Conan 
arrived once mor e and finished the job. Unfortunately though, Valentinian e 
scaped. He soon returned, backed up by the Roman Emperor o f the East, 
Theodsoius. Maximus' forces were twice defeate d at Illyricum, before he was 
finally killed, with his son , at Aquileia. 
 
Sources 
 
Geoffrey Ashe (1990) Mythology of the British Isles. 
Gildas Badonicus (c.540) The Ruin of Britain. 
Peter C. Bartrum (1993) A Welsh Classical Dictionary. 
A.H.M. Jones (1964) The Later Roman Empire 284-602: A Socia l, Economic, 
and Administrative Survey. 
Geoffrey of Monmouth (1136) The History of the Kings of Bri tain. 
Nennius (c.829) The History of the Britons. 
The Red Book of Hergest (14th c.) The Dream of Macsen Wledi g . 
William Smith & Henry Wace (1877) The Dictionary of Christi an Biography. 
The White Book of Rhydderch (14th c.) The Dream of Macsen W ledig. 

 
Flavius Julius Crispus Maximian Caesar  

  Given Name: Flavius Julius Crispus Maximian  
  Surname: Caesar  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 292 in Constantinople, Turkey  
  Death: Y  
  Event: Alt. Birth Abt 300 Sirmium, Pannonia, Italy  
  _UID: DA8B9911513E6B49B87375E7874589AEDC06  
  Change Date: 12 Jan 2009 at 10:18  
  Note:  

Flavius Julius Constans (AD 320 - January 18, 350), was a R oman 
emperor w 
ho ruled from 337 to 350. Constans was the youngest son o f Constantine I 
the Great and Fausta, Constantine's secon d wife. 
 
From 337, he was a joint ruler with his brothers Constantiu s II and 
Constantine II. Constantine II attempted to take a dvantage of his youth 
and inexperience by invading Italy i n 340, but Constans defeated 
Constantine II at Aquileia, wh ere the older brother died. 
 
The writer Julius Firmicus Maternus mentioned that Constan s visited 
Britain in the early months of 343, but did not e xplain why. The speed of 
his trip, paired with the fact h e crossed the English Channel during the 
dangerous winter m onths, suggests it was in response to a military 
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emergenc y of some kind. 
 
In 350, the general Magnentius declared himself emperor wit h the support 
of the troops on the Rhine frontier, and late r the entire Western portion of 
the Roman Empire. Constan s lacked any support beyond his immediate 
household, and wa s forced to flee for his life. Magnentius' supporters 
corne red him in a fortification in southeastern Gaul, where he w as killed. 
 
Source: Wikipedia 

Geraint Ap Erbin  
  Given Name: Geraint Ap  
  Surname: Erbin  
  Suffix: King Of Dumnonia 1  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 510 in Caer Uisc, Dumnonia, Britain 1  
  Death: 550 in Battle Of Llongborth 1  
  _UID: DA8B9911513E6B49B87375E7874589AEDC06  
  Change Date: 12 Jan 2009 at 11:12  
  Note:  

Geraint 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 
Geraint is a character from Welsh folklore and Arthurian le gend, a king of 
Dumnonia and a valiant warrior. He may hav e lived during or shortly 
prior to the reign of the histori cal Arthur, but some scholars doubt he ever 
existed. He i s probably most famous as the protagonist in the Welsh tal e 
Geraint and Enid, where he becomes the lover of Enid an d assumes the 
characteristics of Erec from Chrétien de Troy es' Erec and Enide, a tale to 
which Geraint is related. How ever, Geraint had a life as a historical and 
folkloric her o prior to the romance. 
 
Geraint's father is Erbin, and according to Culhwch and Olw en, he has 
brothers named Ermind and Dywel. He appears in t he poem Y Gododdin, 
attributed to Aneirin, and is called on e of the "Three Seafarers of the Isle 
of Britain" in the We lsh Triads. His death while fighting at the Battle of 
Llong borth is recorded in the Elegy for Geraint, which likens hi s valor to 
that of Arthur. 
 
Geraint and Enid is one of the Three Welsh Romances associa ted with the 
Mabinogion. Its story closely parallels Chréti en's Erec and Enide. Some 
scholars feel both works derive d from a common lost source, but most 
believe the Welsh ver sion derives directly or indirectly from Chrétien. In 
thi s case, the renowned figure of Geraint would have been adde d to the 
story to suit Welsh audiences unfamiliar with Chré tien's protagonist. 
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Geraint and Enid was reworked by Alfred , Lord Tennyson into the poems 
The Marriage of Geraint an d Geraint and Enid, part of his Idylls of the 
King. 
 
Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geraint" 
 

Battle of Llongborth 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 
The Battle of Llongborth was an ancient battle in Great Bri tain mentioned 
in a poem of the same name, traditionally at tributed to Llywarch Hen. 
The poem in question, also know n as Elegy for Geraint, celebrates 
Geraint ab Erbin from Dy fnaint, who died in the battle. The location and 
era of th e battle is a matter of uncertainty. 
 
Certain scholars, such as John Morris, have identified Llon gborth with the 
battle of Portsmouth mentioned in the Anglo -Saxon chronicles for the 
year 501, at which a "a young Wel shman, a very noble man" is said to 
have died.[1] [2]. Howe ver, William F. Skene and other scholars identify 
Llongbort h with the battle in 710 between a later Geraint and Ine o f 
Wessex – in this case, the Geraint of the elegy is identi fied as the 8th 
century king Geraint of Dumnonia. This evid ently requires a later date of 
composition than the Portsmo uth/Llywarch Hen hypothesis. Skene 
suggests Langport in Som erset as the location of the battle [3] [4]. 
Various othe r locations have also been suggested. 
 
The poem itself, found in the Red Book of Hergest and Blac k Book of 
Carmarthen, praises Geraint's heroism, dwells wit h rhetorical 
repetitiveness on the speed of his horses, an d makes in passing one of the 
earliest known allusions to A rthur. Though Arthur is often referred to 
simply as a war l eader in early Welsh material, he is called "the emperor" 
i n Elegy for Geraint. 

 
Sigebert III (Sisibert) King Of Austrasia  

  Given Name: Sigebert III (Sisibert) King Of  
  Surname: Austrasia 1 2  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 631 in Austrasia 1 2  
  Death: 1 Feb 655-656 in Metz, Moselle, Lorraine, France 1 2  
  _UID: BEC8FDF62E0C454287E511C59D62ECCB3293  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 20:07  
  Note:  
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Born: in 629, son of Dagobert I, King d'Austrasie and Ragne 
trudd'Austrasie, Some sources assert that Sigebert III wa s born in the 
year631. Note - between 633 and 656: Sigeber t III, son of Dagobert 
andRagnetrude, was King of Austrasi e from 633/634 [at which time he is 
only9 to 10 years of ag e -- Thus, Pepin le Vieux or de Landen truly reigns 
asthe M ajor Domo] to 656. He reigned under the tutellage of Pepi n of 
Landen[when Pepin de Landen died in 640, Otto succeede d him] and of 
Grimoald.In 641, the nobles of Austrasia hav e Otto assassinated and 
Grimolad, sonof Pepin becames Mayo r of the Palace, and the Francs lose 
theirsovereignty ove r Thuringia. 
 
By 643, the Francs would lose all authority over the Allema 
nians(Germans). Between 644 and 645, after humiliating dea feats against 
theThuringians and the Allemanians, Sigeber t III, not having any 
heir,adopts the son of Grimoald and n ames him Childebert. In 646, 
SigebertIII's wife gives hi m a son, Dagobert II, which did not please 
Grimoald.Ten yea rs later, Sigebert III dies. 
 
He was a very pious man and founder of numerous monasteries . He 
wasplaced among the rank of the saints by the Church . Married before 
652:Immachilde=Himenechilde, Queen d'Austr asie. Died: on 1 February 
656 inFrance. 

 
 

  Name: Rognvald "The Wise" Eysteinsson 
  Given Name: Rognvald "The Wise"  
  Surname: Eysteinsson 1 2  
  Name: Rognvald "The Wise" 1St Jarl Of Orkney  
  Given Name: Rognvald "The Wise" 1St Jarl Of  
  Surname: Orkney  
  Name: The Wise  
  Given Name: The Wise  
  Surname:  
  Nickname: The Wise  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 840 in Maer, Nord-Trondelag, Norway  
  Death: 890 1  
  Ancestral File #: FLGS-2R  
  Event: Alt. Birth 783  
  Event: Alt. Birth 788  
  Event: Alt. Birth Abt 800 Maer Nord Trondelag, Norway  
  Event: Alt. Birth Abt 834 Maer, Nord Trondelag, Norway  
  _UID: EFF84DA455A940FC8B4ADA912DC28F300034  
  LDS Baptism: 12 Apr 1904  
  Endowment: 2 Mar 1916  



25 | Reuben Boomershine (Before 1500) 
 

  Sealing Child: 10 Feb 1954 Temple: ALBER - Cardston Alberta  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 20:47  
  Note:  

EARLDOM of ORKNEY [NOR] - subject to King of Norway until a fter 1379 
 
RAGNVALD I the Wise, called the Morejarl, son of Eystein Gl umra, Jarl of 
the Uplanders in Norway, grandson of Ivar so n of Halfdan the Old, was made 
Jarl of North and South Mor e and of Raumsdal in Norway by King Harald 
Haarfagri afte r his victory of Solskiel circa 869 over Hunthiof, King o f More, 
and Nokve, King of Raumsdal. In that year he surpri sed Vermund, King of 
Fiordeland, at Notsdal and burned hi m in his hall with 90 men. Later King Harald 
married his si ster Swanhilda and had issue, In (?) 874 King Harald made a n 
expedition to the Nordreys (Orkney and Shetland) to enfor ce his authority over 
those who had fled thither in order t o escape from it in Norway. Either during 
this expedition o r previously at the battle of Hafrsfiord circa 872 Ivar, th e eldest 
son of Ragnvald, was killed and the King gave th e Orkneys and Shetlands to 
Ragnvald as compensation. When t he King started home for Norway, (?) Spring 
875, Ragnvald , who went with him, gave the islands to his brother Sigurd , and 
the King confirmed the transfer, Ragnvald was surpris ed in his hall and burned 
alive circa 894 by Halfdan Haale g and Gudred Liomi, King Harald's sons by 
Snaefrid, dau. o f Swasi. 
 
By his wife Ragnhild, dau. of Hrolf Nefia, he had 3 sons: I var, who was killed in 
battle ut supra, Rolf the Ganger, af terwards 1st Duke of Normandy, and Thori the 
Silent, who wa s made Jarl of More in succession to his father by King Har ald 
Haarfagri circa 894, after Gudred Liomi, who had seize d More on the death of 
Jarl Ragnvald, had been dispossesse d by the King. By an earlier union with a 
nameless girl, wh ose kindred were all slave-born, Ragnvald had 3 sons, descr 
ibed as bastards: Hallad, 4th Earl of Orkney, Turf-Einar, 5 th Earl of Orkney, and 
Hrollaug, an unwarlike man, who sett led at Eyiafiord in Iceland and had issue. 
[Complete Peerag e, X:Appendix A:3-4] 
 
--------------------------- 
 
Rogenwald was a supporter of King Harold Harfagr, and assis ted him in 
obtaining the mastery over the other independen t Norwegian chiefs, and in 
establishing himself as King o f all Norway. He was Earl of More and Raumdahl 
in Norway, a nd in 888, he obtained from King Harold a grant of the Orkn ey and 
Shetland islands. One of his sons, Rollo, conquere d Neustria, founded the line of 
sovereign Dukes of Normandy , and was ancestor to William the Conqueror. [Sir 
Bernard B urke, Dormant, Abeyant, Forfeited, and Extinct Peerages, Bu rke's 
Peerage, Ltd., London, 1883, p. 492, Sinclair, Earl o f Orkney] 

 
  Name: Eystein "Glumra" Ivarsson  
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  Given Name: Eystein "Glumra"  
  Surname: Ivarsson 1 2  
  Name: Glumra  
  Given Name: Glumra  

 
ROGER LA ZOUCHE 
Roger la Zouche [elder brother William dsp 1199], of Ashby- de-la-Zouche, Leics; 
served in Poitou, possibly under Geoff rey (died 1205), an illegitimate son of King John 
who hel d the homour of Perche and led an expedition of mercenarie s to France in 1205, 
and again in 1214, though under some o ther leader; served in Ireland 1210; took an oath 
to uphol d the baronial enforcement of Magna Carta 1215 but witnesse d a charter issued 
by John 1216, hence had presumably switc hed support to the King by then; benefited 
from substantia l land grants in Cambs, Devon, Hants and Norfolk at John' s and Henry 
III's hands; Sheriff of Devon 1228-31; a witnes s to Henry III's confirmation of Magna 
Carta Jan 1236/7; ma rried Margaret (died in or after 1220 or even as late as 12 32 or 
after) and died by 14 May 1238. [Burke's Peerage] 
 
----------------- 
 
Roger la Zusche who, for his fidelity to King John, had a g rant from that monarch of the 
manors of Petersfield and Map le Durham, co. Southampton, part of the lands of Geffrey 
d e Mandeville, one of the rebellious barons then in arms. I n the next reign he was sheriff 
of Devonshire and had furth er grants from the crown. By Margaret, his wife, he had iss 
ue, Alan, his successor, and William, who left an only dau. , Joice, who m. Robert 
Mortimer, of Richard's Castle, and h ad issue, Hugh Mortimer, summoned to parliament 
as Lord Mor timer, of Richard's Castle; and William Mortimer, who assum ed the 
surname of Zouche, and was summoned to parliament a s Lord Zouche, of Mortimer. He 
was s. by his elder son, Si r Alan la Zouche. [Sir Bernard Burke, Dormant, Abeyant, For 
feited, and Extinct Peerages, Burke's Peerage, Ltd., London , 1883, p. 598, Zouche, 
Baron Zouche, of Ashby, co. Leicest er] 
 
---------- 
 
Ancestral Roots, p. 43, younger son (of Alan Ceoche of La C oche), heir to brother 
William 1199, sheriff of Devonshir e 1228-31, a witness to Henry III's confirmation of 
the Mag na Carta, d. shortly before 14 May 1238. Browning, p. 308 , lists him as son of 
Roger, son of Alain IV, Viscount de R ohan, Count of Brittany and Mabilla, dau. of 
Raoul II, Lor d of Fourgeres. 
[http://library.monterey.edu/merrill/family/dorsett6/d0005/ I10853.htm] 
 

Waltheof Earl of Huntingdon & Northumberland 
The first post-Conquest Earl of Huntingdon appears to hav e been Waltheof, son of 
Siward Earl of Northumberland and i ndeed Siward's successor in the latter Earldom as 
well. Wa ltheof was later beheaded for conspiring against William th e Conqueror. 
[Burke's Peerage] 
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------------------------------------ 
 
The county which gives designation to this earldom of Hunti ngdon was, according to Dr. 
Heylin, a thickly wooded fores t until the reign of the 2nd Henry, when the timber was fir 
st cleared away; the chief town, from the celebrity of th e forest as a chase, was called 
Huntingtown, which soon bec ame abbreviated into Huntington, or Huntingdon. The 
Earldo m of Huntingdom was conferred by William the Conqueror upo n Waltheof (son 
of Syward, the Saxon Earl of Northumberland ), who had m. the dau. of that monarch's 
sister, by the mot her's side, Judith. He was also Earl of Northampton, and o f 
Northumberland, but conspiring against the Normans, he wa s beheaded in 1073 at 
Winchester, leaving issue, Maud and J udith. [Sir Bernard Burke, Dormant, Abeyant, 
Forfeited, an d Extinct Peerages, Burke's Peerage, Ltd., London, 1883, p . 467-8, St. Liz, 
Earls of Huntingdon] 
 
------------------------------------ 
 
Waltheof was the last of the Old English earls to survive u nder William I, his execution 
for treason in 1076 markin g a significant stage in the aristocratic and tenurial revo lution 
which followed 1066. Younger son of Siward, the Dani sh earl of Northumbria (1041-55) 
and Aelflaed, daughter o f Aldred, earl of Northumbria, Waltheof received an earldo m 
consisting of the shires of Huntingdon, Bedford, Northamp ton, Rutland, and Cambridge 
in 1065. As one of the few Engl ish magnates not from the Godwin faction, he accepted 
and w as accepted by William I, witnessing royal charters and rem aining loyal to the 
new regime until 1069 when he joined wi th the Danes in their invasion of Northumbria. 
He was promi nent in their capture of York, hoping, no doubt, to be rest ored to his 
father's position. This opportunism is perhap s more characteristic of English magnate 
reactions to the p olitical turmoil of 1065-70 than any supposed national feel ing. 
However, the revolt and invasion were defeated by Will iam's winter campaign of 1069-
70. It is a measure of Willia m's insecurity that when Waltheof submitted in 1070 he wa s 
restored to royal favour and, in 1072, added the earldo m of Northumbria to his holdings. 
To bind him more tightl y to the Norman dispensation, William gave him his niece Ju 
dith in marriage. But in 1075, Waltheof was implicated in t he largely French revolt led 
by Ralph, earl of Norfolk, an d Roger, earl of Hereford. Despite his lack of military act 
ion, his confession, apparent contrition and the support o f Archbishop Lanfranc, 
Waltheof was executed on 31 May 1076. 
 
The king's motives are obscure. Waltheof was the only promi nent Englishman to be 
executed in the reign. Perhaps his re moval was part of William's justifiably nervous 
response t o the problem of controlling Northumbria. It may have mad e sense to take the 
chance to remove a potential --- and pr oven --- focus of northern discontent. Yet 
Waltheof's heir s were not harried, one daughter, Matilda, marrying Davi d I of Scotland 
(1042-53), and another Ralph IV of Tosny , a leading Norman baron. 
 
Waltheof is a significant reminder that the period around 1 066 was transitional, with no 
necessarily definite beginnin gs or endings. Waltheof adapted to the new order, falling f 
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oul, it seems, of the ambitions and schemes of others, no t least of parvenus Frenchmen. 
He married into the new elit e, yet embodied the old. Heir to both English and Anglo-Dan 
ish traditions, it was he who completed one of the most cel ebrated of Anglo-Saxon 
blood-feuds. In 1016, Uchtred, ear l of Northumbria was murdered by a northern 
nobleman calle d Thurbrand. He was, in turn, killed by Uchtred's son and s uccessor, 
Ealdred, who was himself slain by Thurbrand's son , Carl. Waltheof's mother was 
Ealdred's daughter and he ave nged his great-grandfather and grandfather by massacrin g 
a number of Carl's sons. 
 
Waltheof was buried at Crowland Abbey where, as did many ma rtyrs to royal policy in 
the middle ages, he found posthumo us fame in a cult which, by the mid-twelfth century, 
was ve nerating him as a saint. Yet his career in the north show s that not far beneath the 
measured tones of Norman propaga ndists or the efficient gloss of English bureaucratic 
proce dures simmered the violence of Dark Age epic. [Who's Who i n Early Medieval 
England, Christopher Tyerman, Shepheard-Wa lwyn, Ltd., London, 1996; Encyclopædia 
Britannica CD, 1997] 
 

  Name: Robert I "The Magnificent" Duke Of Normandy  
  Given Name: Robert I "The Magnificent" Duke Of  
  Surname: Normandy 1 2 3 4 5  
  Name: The Magnificent  
  Given Name: The Magnificent  
  Surname:  
  Nickname: The Magnificent  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 999 in Normandy, France 6 7 8  
  Death: 2 Jul 1035 in Nicaea, Bithynia, Turkey 3 9 10 11  
  Burial: Nicaea, Bithynia, Turkey  
  Reference Number: ems-jw  
  Ancestral File #: 8XJ0-S0 12 3 13  
  Event: Info 2 6th Duke. "The Devil" "The Magnificent"  
  _UID: 98EBDD5BB17A4598855B154783750F282EC5  
  LDS Baptism: 4 Mar 1924  
  Endowment: 27 Mar 1924  
  Sealing Child: 4 May 1955 Temple: SLAKE - Salt Lake  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 19:40  
  Note: Robert I, byname ROBERT The MAGNIFICENT, or The DEVIL, Fren ch  

 
ROBERT le MAGNIFIQUE, or le DIABLE (d. July 1035, Nicaea ), duke of 
Normandy (1027-35), the younger son of Richard I I of Normandy and the father, by his 
mistress Arlette, of W illiam the Conqueror of England. On the death of his fathe r 
(1026/27), Robert contested the duchy with his elder brother Richard III, legally the heir, 
until the latter's opportune death a few years later. A strong ruler, Robert succeeded in 
exacting the obedience of his vassals. On the death of Robert II the Pious, king of France 
(1031), a crisis a rose over the succession to the French throne. The Duke gave his 
support to Henry I against the party favouring his younger brother; in reward for his 
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services he demanded and received the Vexin Français, a territory not far north of Paris. 
A patron of the monastic reform movement, he died while returning from a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. [Encyclopaedi a Britannica CD '97] 
 

  Name: Robert III De Beaumont  
  Given Name: Robert III De  
  Surname: Beaumont 1 2  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Bef 1135 in Leicestershire, England 3 4  
  Death: 31 Aug 1190 in Durazzo, Greece (Went On Crusade 1179) 5 3 4  
  Burial: 1190 Dumas, , Greece  
  Reference Number: ems-jw  
  Ancestral File #: 9Q8B-16 6 7  
  _UID: 9D6A511386844A1595EE17302E0549C8E2C5  
  LDS Baptism: Submitted  
  Endowment: Submitted  
  Sealing Child: Submitted  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 19:45  
  Note:  

On Leicester, Earldom of [Burke's Peerage, p. 1671]: 
 
The 3rd Earl of this creation, yet another Robert, rebelled against Henry II 
and the town of Leicester was captured and set fire to by the King in 1173, 
although the castle its elf was not taken. The 3rd Earl was later captured 
by Henry II, however, and the King then pulled the castle down. 

  Name: St Vladimir I "The Great" Duke Of Kiev  
  Given Name: St Vladimir I "The Great" Duke Of  
  Surname: Kiev 1  
  Name: The Great  
  Given Name: The Great  
  Surname:  
  Nickname: The Great  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: 955 in Kiev, Ukraine  
  Death: 15 Jul 1015 in Berestova, Kiev, Ukraine 2 3  
  Burial: Church Of The Ti, Kiev, Ukraine  
  Reference Number: ems-jw  
  Ancestral File #: 9570-P0 4  
  Event: Info 2 11 Children  
  _UID: F0A82331CC2F462F9C5AD16E71A657DDDCDA  
  LDS Baptism: 30 Nov 1929  
  Endowment: 10 Dec 1929 Temple: ARIZO - Mesa Arizona  
  Sealing Child: 28 Mar 1974 Temple: SLAKE - Salt Lake  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 20:48  
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  Note:  

Sources: RC 143, 321, 361; Clarkson; A. Roots 241. 243; AF ; Kraentzler 
1162, 1170, 1171, 1172, 1233, 1603; Timetables of History ; Through the 
Ages. 
 

St. Vladimir, Grand Prince of Kiev. Died 15 July 101 5. Married after 
1011, a daughter (died 14 Aug 1014) of Kun o, Count of Ohinigen, by Richilde, 
dau. of Otto I, the Grea t. Married also Rogneide, dau. of Rognald of Polotzk. 
 
RC: "The Great" of Kiev, Ukraine, Russia. Grand prince of N ovgorod and Kiev. 
Baptized a Christian, 988. 
 
K: Wladimir I le Grand et le Saint. Grand Duke of Novogorod , Kiew. 
"Le Grand et le Saint." Grand Prince of Kiev or Grand Duk e of Kiev and 
Novgorod. Ruled 980-1015. "980. St.Vladimir b ecomes Prince of Kiev." 
 
Clarkson: 
Vladimir succeeded his father through the process of fratri cidal wars in which his 
brothers were slain. "He installe d himself at Kiev (977), whence, by savage 
campaigns, he co llected wives and tribute from most of the Dnieper Basin. V 
ladimir's chief fame rests on his forced conversion of th e Russian Slavs to 
Christianity...During his reign, Kiev wa s repeatedly harassed by the Pechenegs; 
to hold them off, V ladimir built a sort of fortified line of new towns along t he 
steppe frontier. At his death (1015) he left seven sons- -of four or five different 
mothers--each ruling as prince i n a portion of the Russian land; one of them, 
Yaroslav of N ovgorod, was in open rebvellion, having refused to pay trib ute to 
his father. Sviatopolk, who seized Kiev, promptly mu rdered three of his brothers, 
but was defeated in a four-ye ar struggle by Yaroslav, who succeeded to the title 
of gran d prince. Yaroslav, however, was forced to share the territ ory with 
another brother, Mstislav, who took the opportunit y to move his residence from 
outlying Tmutorakan, beyond th e Sea of Azov, to Chernigov, near Kiev. Not 
until Mstislav' s death (1036) did Yaroslav "the Wise" venture to remove hi s seat 
from Novgorod to Kiev." 
 
"Vladimir...who had won the throne of Kiev by the murder o f his older brother, 
was the last major European ruler to a bandon paganism." He invited envoys from 
the Khazars (Jews) , the Volga Bulgars (Muslims), Rome and Greece to "sell" th 
eir religious beliefs. But "Vladimir and his simple warrior s (were) unable to 
make up their minds in this war of words ." Therefore, they visited the temples of 
the Bulgars, th e Romans and the Greeks, not bothering with a visit to th e 
Khazars. They found the mosques unclean and western Catho lic worship 
tolerable, but they were entralled with the spe ndor and beauty of the Greek places 
of worship. Hence, the y embraced the Greek Orthodox religion. 
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Vladimir was promised the hand of Anne, sister of the Byzan tine emperor, in 
return for military aid and, despite some foot dragging by the emperor after the 
aid was provided , married the lady in 988. "In 990 Vladimir returned to Kie ve 
with his imperial bride and a retinue of priests. Throug hout his dominions the 
population was compulsorily baptize d wholesale..." 
 
RC says he had many pagan wives and concubines of whom these are known: (1) 
Adlaga; (2) Olava; (3) Malfrida, a Bohemia n, d. 1002; (5) a Greek, widow of his 
brother, Teropolk; (6 ) N.N.(27-36), a Bulgarian; md (7) 989, Anna, daughter of t 
he Eastern Emperor, the Basilius Romanos, d. 10011; (8) N.N . (321-33), 
daughter of Kuno, Count of Ohningen. K. call s the latter Rogneda de Oehningen. 
One AF record says bor n about 962. 
 
According to my records, St. Vladimir had three daughters w ith Vladimirovna as 
name or part of name--all via differen t wives. Maybe he just liked the name. 
Maybe there are err ors in the records. 

  Name: Halfdan "The Black" King Of Vestfold  
  Given Name: Halfdan "The Black" King Of  
  Surname: Vestfold 1 2  
  Name: The Black  
  Given Name: The Black  
  Surname:  
  Nickname: The Black  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 820 in Vestfold, Norway 3  
  Death: Abt 863 in Norway 4 5 3  
  Burial: King Of Vestfold, Agdir, Raumarike, & Sogn 4 5  
  Reference Number: ems-jw  
  _UID: 5352594ACEF54BF5844924EBD216E7A096DE  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 19:47  
  Note:  

King of Vestfold, Agdir, Raumarike, and Sogn (827-860), d . ca. 860 
 
MISC: He passed rulership of his three small domains in eastern, central, 
and western Norway to his son, Harald. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- --------------- --------------
---------- 
Following Information copied from Wayne Iverson, World Connect 
db=wiversrm, rootsweb.com 
----------------------------------------------------------- --------------- --------------
---------- 
Also recorded as king from 830-870 who first married Ragnhi ld, daughter 
of King Harald Gullskiegg of Sogn. 
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Halfdan was a year old when his father died. 
 
He died by drowning after breaking through the ice while dr iving home 
from a feast across the Randsfjord. He was so p opular that the leading 
men agreed to divide his body int o four parts to be buried in four districts, 
Ringerike, Rom erike, Westfold and Heithmork. The head or trunk of the 
bo dy was buried at Stein, Ringerike where there still is a mo und named 
for him. 

 
  Name: Gudrod "The Magnificent" Halfdansson  
  Given Name: Gudrod "The Magnificent"  
  Surname: Halfdansson 1 2 3  
  Name: Jagtkonge  
  Given Name:  
  Surname: Jagtkonge  
  Name: The Magnificent  
  Given Name: The Magnificent  
  Surname:  
  Nickname: The Magnificent  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: Abt 771 in Holtum, Vestfold, Norway  
  Death: Bef 827 in Vestfold, Norway (Murdered-Instigated By Wife Asa) 1 2  
  Burial: King Of Vestfold, Vermaland, & Vignulmark 1 2  
  Reference Number: ems-jw  
  Ancestral File #: 9BK9-RX  
  _UID: 3E29CA0DA8594A9796F1E0351C82419E3988  
  Change Date: 20 Aug 2008 at 20:24  
  Note:  

 
Gudrod, "the Magnificent", also called "the Hunting-King" , son of Halfdan 
"White-Leg" and Asa (Moriarty) (Sturleso n says great grandson of Halfdan "White-
leg"), King of Verm aland, Vestfold and Vingulmark, murdered 810-827 at instiga tion of 
(2) wife Asa in revenge for forcibly abducting he r and killing c 800 her father and 
brother; m. (1) Alfhilde , daughter of Alfrim, ruler of Vingulmark; m. (2) Asa, daug hter 
of Harald "Red-Beard", King of Agdir. Asa is believe d buried in the Oseberg ship, the 
richest Scandinavian arch eological find. [Ancestral Roots] 
 
Note: My line agrees with Sturleson (Gudrod is great grands on of Halfdan) and not 
Moriarty (where Gudrod is son of Hal fdan). 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- --------------- ------------------------ 
Following Information copied from Wayne Iverson, World Conn ect db=wiversrm, 
rootsweb.com 
----------------------------------------------------------- --------------- ------------------------ 
Also recorded as Godefrid, the sixth king of Haithabu, murd ered in 810. 
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He made war on King Harald Redbeard Herbrandsson and killed Harald and his son Gyrd 
and took a great booty and Harald 's daughter, Asa, who he married. A year after the birth 
of son Halfdan, Gudrod was anchored in Stiflu Sound where a great banquet was given 
for him and he became very drunk. Upon going on land at the pier, a man leapt at him 
and speared him through, killing him. The killer was immediately slain and in the 
morning they found it was Queen Asa's page. Son Olaf succeeded his father and later he 
and Hal fdan, Asa's son, divided the kingdom. 
 
 

  Harald 1 "Haarfager" NORWAY 1st King  
  Surname: Norway  
  Given Name: Harald 1 "Haarfager"  
  Suffix: 1st King  
  Sex: M  
  Birth: ABT 0850 in Buskerud,Norway 1  
  Death: ABT 0936 in Hauko,Rogaland,Norway 2 3  
  Reference Number: 4240  
  _UID: B169E9DCE565D611A0EBC0395DC10000B2EA  
  Note:  

King of Vestfold, King of Norway, had many wives and concubines, 
undertook conquest of Norwa y to win Gytha, and until successful refused 
for ten years to cut or comb hair (called Lufa , "the Slovenly"), became 1st 
King of all Norway abt. 883/890, cut hair after conquest (the n called 
"Fairhair"), won Gytha, d. abt. 936. 
 
MISC: Harald inherited three small domains from his father in eastern, 
central, and western N orway, and set out to conquer the rest of Norway. 
According to the medieval saga, he was moti vated by the refusal of Gyda 
(another petty king's daughter) to marry him until he had conque red all of 
Norway. According to the story, King Harald declared that he would not 
cut or com b his hair until he had conquered all of Norway. When he 
finally had victory about ten year s later, he then had his hair done and was 
called "Fairhair." The chieftains of western Norwa y were the hardest to 
defeat, but Harald attained his victory in the Battle of Hafrsfjord abo ut 
885. Harald was a strong ruler, and managed to unite Norway. At Harald's 
death, his sons d ivided Norway with the favorite son, Eric Bloodaxe, as 
the overking, but dissensions and war s disrupted the unity of the country. 
 
Alternatively, there are references that spell his first name "Harold," and 
list his death da te as being 933 or 945. 
 
He succeeded to the throne of his father's kingdom as a child in 860. 
 
Age at death: Over 72. 
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He was the first king of United Norway. 
 
[Sharen Neal, MJR6387, worldconnect.rootsweb.com] 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 
following is from Randy Jones, World Connect db=randyj2222, 
rootsweb.com: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 
 
The history of Norway prior to the late tenth century is extremely obscure, 
and the lineage o f Harald is uncertain prior to his father. The old poem 
Ynglingatal is quoted (incompletely , with some missing stanzas of 
unknown content) in Heimskringla (early thirteenth century), a nd appears 
to have been composed in the late ninth or early tenth century, although 
that is n ot certain. Even if we grant for the moment that Heimskringla 
quotes an accurate version of a n early poem, we still have the fact that 
Ynglingatal only gives the names of the kings, an d does not supply any of 
the genealogical relationships which appear in so many later sources . It is 
not until sources of the twelfth century that there is any clear indication 
that th e king mentioned in each stanza was regarded as the son of the king 
mentioned in the previou s stanza, and this could easily be a very late 
invention. That the kings listed in the last f ew stanzas existed may be 
regarded as likely, but they remain very shadowy figures whose exac t 
historical and genealogical connections are nebulous. At various times in 
the past, attempt s have been made to identify one or more of them with 
individuals known from contemporary his torical sources, but there are no 
identifications of the kings in Ynglingatal with known hist orical figures 
which can be regarded as certain. -- Stewart Baldwin 
 
 
The source for this is a fragment of Ynglingatal repeated in Snorri's 
Heimskringla. Snorri wr ote his work about 400 years after the events it is 
describing. It tells of Olaf Tree-Cutte r founding Norway, and passing it to 
his son Halfdan Whiteleg. Halfdan had sons Eystein and G udrod. Eystein 
had a son Halfdan. He was followed by Gudrod, son of Halfdan, and he 
was fathe r of Olaf, father of Ragnevald, for whom the original poem was 
composed. The classical recons truction is that this is a straight shot (Olaf- 
Halfdan- Eystein- Halfdan- Gudrod- Olaf- Ragn evald). However, it has 
been suggested that Gudrod, son of Halfdan Whiteleg sticks out lik e a 
sore thumb. He neither succeeded, nor is there any reason for him being 
mentioned at al l (no other "other sons" are mentioned). Maybe, the 
speculation runs, he is the Gudrod Halfda nson who later became king - 
that Halfdan Eysteinson was followed not by his son, but by hi s uncle. 
One could argue this in circles, but it doesn't matter.An analysis of the 
successio n after Rognevald reveals a splice between two traditions. 
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Halfdan the Black is made son of G udrod born of a second marriage, and 
left an infant coheir with his "brother" Olaf. The locat ion of his rule is 
nowhere near the location where his predicessors are said to have ruled, a 
nd later his son Harald is made to defeat all of the other kinglets of 
Norway, including king s of places that Halfdan was supposed to have 
ruled. Finally, what appears to be a near-conte mporary poem celebrating 
Halfdan the Black seems not to know his father. To make a long stor y 
short (too late! you say), it looks like the new dynasty, descended from 
Halfdan the Black , were attached after the fact to the family celebrated in 
the Ynglingatal (who actually appe ar to have been enemies that they 
displaced). Nothing before Halfdan the Black can be trusted , and it is not 
clear that the lines back to Harald Fairhair should be trusted either. The wh 
ole "kidnappped as an infant and didn't come back until an adult at the 
head of a strong army " thing about Olaf Trygvison smells foul. St. Olaf 
owed his position to being Olaf I's right- hand man, while Harald 
Hardrade was his step-brother. I have my serious doubts about the Fair 
hair pedigrees attached to each of them. -- Todd Farmerie 

SCOTLAND, Margaret of  
Margaret’s father was English, her mother German. Yet, Margaret became one of the 
most famous women, a Saint even, in the history of the Scots who ultimately honored 
her with a burial place at Edinburgh Castle. 
  
It all started in the year 1045. Europe was still quiet as the gunpowder hadn’t been 
brought there yet. Ireland was busy inventing handball, southern France checkers, and 
the Italians carelessly started their building project in Pisa without inspecting the 
foundation first.  
 
Margaret was born a princess. One day her brother would succeed Margaret’s father to 
the crown of England. The only problem was that her father wasn’t king. The whole 
family lived in exile.  
What had gone wrong? 
  
Some decades before Margaret’s birth, the Danish decided it was their turn to rule 
England and overrun the country. Margaret’s grandfather and great-grandfather 
bravely opposed these strong invaders but eventually had to submit to their rule.  
 
As the local heir apparent, Margaret’s father was sent from the country and found 
exile and later a wife in Hungary. Thus Margaret was born, brought up and educated 
at the Hungarian court. 

  
Margaret was 12 years old when the family decided it was safe to return back home. 
In 1057, they arrived back in England. 
 
Things didn’t develop much in Margaret’s favor, however. Her father died soon after 
their return and her brother was simply passed over in the matter of throne inheritance. 
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There wasn’t much time to think about all this though, as yet another horde of 
foreigners already stood ready to become lords over England. This time it was 
 William the Conqueror and his fellow Normans. Margaret, now in her twenties, fled 
for protection to Scotland where Malcolm III Canmore was king. 

  
Just like her father, Margaret found her spouse in the land of their refuge. King Malcolm 
proposed to her and in 1070 the couple got married in Dunfermline, 16 miles northwest 
of Edinburgh.  
 
Margaret’s husband Malcolm, a widower, knew about the heartache of having to live in 
exile. He himself had to flee Scotland when he was only 9 years of age and had to live in 
exile in England. The turning point for Malcolm came at age 26. He found an opportunity 
to kill Macbeth, the murderer of his father and current occupier of the throne. Malcolm 
came back home to Scotland and continued the reign of the nation just like his father 
Duncan did. 
Supported by a husband who understood her lot, Margaret rolled up her sleeves. Her 
activities over the next two decades would inspire the religious, social and political world 
of Scotland. 
  
As a woman of class, Margaret brought a certain refinement to the rather rough and rustic 
Scottish court. She increased the number of the king’s attendants including their way of 
dressing. She also made a point of maintaining a certain style at the king’s table. Fashion 
and manners mattered now and Scotland made big eyes.  
 
More importantly, Margaret cared about the poor and the pilgrims. Margaret fed little 
orphan children, invited Benedictine monks to Scotland, and founded churches, abbeys, 
hospitals and schools.  
 
Under her leadership and with her husband’s backing, church councils were held and the 
country was steered from their former Celtic way of worship towards the Roman Catholic 
way of exercising faith.  
In only 23 years Margaret managed to re-shape the religion of the entire Scottish nation. 
  
Margaret was the mother of Edward, Edmund, Edgar, Ethelred, Alexander, David, 
Matilda and Mary – eight children who became kings of Scotland and Queens of 
England. 
  
In November 1093 Margaret’s husband Malcolm and her eldest son Edward engaged in a 
battle with the Normans, who were then ruling over England. Both men were slain near 
Alnwick, Northumberland. Prince Edward was only 22 years old. Margaret died only 
three days later at Edinburgh Castle, 47 years of age. Her physical condition was already 
weakened by excessive abstinence and this bad news delivered the final blow. 
 
The royal couple was buried at Dunfermline, the very place where they were wed. 
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As it often happens with true celebrities, real fame materializes after death. How did it 
work in Margaret’s case? 
 
Thanks to Margaret’s daughter Mary we are able to know quite a bit about Margaret’s 
life today. Mary asked a gentleman named Turgot to write her mother’s biography. 
Turgot did a good job. 
 
In 1250 the pope thought Margaret worthy of being canonized; hence she became known 
as Saint Margaret. Because of this event, Margaret’s buried bones were suddenly in high 
demand. Even Mary Queen of Scots was said to have been in possession of Margaret’s 
head. Don't be frightened, just don't get canonized and you'll be ok. 
 
The tiny chapel in which Margaret worshiped when residing at Edinburgh Castle is the 
oldest building in the castle and attracts many visitors each year.  
-------------------------------------------------------- 
 Margaret was born around 1045 in Hungary, the daughter of the exiled English Prince 
Edward "the Outlaw" Atheling of the English royal house of Wessex, and a German 
Princess named Agatha. Margaret was raised in the court of St. Stephen, King of 
Hungary. In 1057 when she was about 12, Margaret and her family returned to England, 
where the king was St. Edward the Confessor.  
After the Norman conquest in 1066 and after her father's death in 1068, Agatha with her 
son and two daughters resolved to return to Hungary and embarked with that intent. Their 
ship was driven up the Firth of Forth to Dunfermline, where Malcolm III, king of 
Scotland, received them hospitably and granted them refuge. He very soon offered the 
whole family a permanent home with him and asked that the Princess Margaret should 
become his wife. Margaret, who was very devout and much impressed with the futility of 
earthly greatness, had very nearly determined to be a nun, but when Malcolm's request 
was made to Edgar, "the Childe said 'Yea,'" and Margaret was persuaded to marry the 
king as his second wife.  
Malcolm III was born ca 1031 and founded the house of Canmore, which ruled Scotland 
for more than 200 years, and consolidated the power of the Scottish monarchy. He was 
the son of Duncan I, who was killed (1040) by Macbeth. Malcolm lived in exile until he 
defeated and killed (1057) Macbeth near Lumphanan in Aberdeenshire. He succeeded to 
the throne in 1058, and married Margaret ca. 1068-1070.  
Her holiness and wisdom had an impact on Malcolm, causing him to be a better ruler. 
Malcolm regarded his wife with holy reverence, and with most devoted love followed her 
advice, and guided by her he became not only more religious and conscientious but more 
civilized and kinglike. The king's devotion to her and her influence over him were almost 
unbounded. He never refused or grudged her anything, nor showed the least displeasure 
when she took money out of his treasury for her charities. Although he could not read, he 
loved her books for her sake, handling them with affectionate reverence and kissing 
them. Sometimes he would take away one of her favorite volumes and send for a 
goldsmith to ornament it with gold and gems. When this was done, he would restore it to 
the queen as a proof of his devotion.  
In addition to her influence with her husband and her sons, who later succeeded their 
father in ruling Scotland, Margaret took a direct role in helping the people of Scotland. 
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She devoted time and money to works of charity, assisting the poor, the aged, orphans, 
and the sick. She also prevented a schism between the Roman Church and the Celtic 
Church, which had been cut off from Rome. In addition, she introduced European culture 
to Scotland, and did so more successfully than the forceful introduction in England under 
the Normans.  
She was as saintly and self-denying on the throne as she could have been in the cloister. 
She at once perceived it to be her duty to benefit and elevate the people among whom it 
was her destiny to live, and this she undertook with the greatest of diligence and the most 
earnest piety. There existed so much barbarism in the customs of the people, so many 
abuses in the Church, so much on all hands to reform, that she called together the native 
clergy and the priests who had come with her, her husband acting as interpreter, and she 
spoke so well and so earnestly that all were charmed with her gracious demeanor and 
wise counsel and adopted her suggestions.  
 
 
Margaret is credited with the introduction of English (Roman) usages into the Scottish 
church. Among other improvements, Margaret introduced the observance of Sunday by 
abstaining from servile work, "that if anything has been done amiss during the six days it 
may be expiated by our prayers on the day of the Resurrection." She influenced her 
people to observe the forty days' fast of Lent, and to receive the Holy Sacrament on 
Easter day, from which they had abstained for fear of increasing their own damnation 
because they were sinners. On this point she said that if the Savior had intended that no 
sinner should receive the Holy Sacrament, He would not have given a command which, 
in that case, no one could obey. "We," said  
she, "who many days beforehand have confessed and done penance and fasted and been 
washed from our sins with tears and alms and absorption, approach the table of the Lord 
in faith on the day of His Resurrection, not to our damnation but to the remission of our 
sins and in salutary preparation for eternal blessedness."  
Margaret re-founded the monastery on the Island of Iona (originally founded by Saint 
Columba, an Irish missionary who found the monastery in 563 in an attempt to convert 
the Picts). One of her first acts as queen was to build a church at Dunfermline, where she 
had been married. She dedicated it to the Holy Trinity. She gave it all the ornaments that 
a church requires, amongst them golden cups, a handsome crucifix of gold and silver 
enriched with gems, and vestments for the priests. Her room was never without some of 
these beautiful things in preparation to be offered to the Church. It was like a workshop 
for heavenly artisans; capes for the singers, sacerdotal vestments, stoles, altar clothes 
were to be seen there; some made and some in progress. The embroideries were executed 
by noble young ladies who were in attendance on her.  
No man was admitted to the room, unless she allowed him to come with her. She suffered 
no levity, no petulance, no frivolity, no flirtation. She was so dignified in her pleasantry, 
so cheerful in her strictness that every one both loved and feared her. No one dared to 
utter a rude or profane word in her presence.  
She did much for the secular as well as for the religious improvement of her country. She 
caused traders from all lands to bring their goods, and thus introduced many useful and 
beautiful articles, until then unknown in Scotland. She induced the natives to buy and 
wear garments and stuffs of various colors. She is said to have introduced the tartans that 
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afterwards became distinctive of Scottish costume. She instituted the custom that 
wherever the king rode or walked he should be accompanied by an escort, but the 
members of this band were strictly forbidden to take anything by force from any one, or 
oppress any poor person. She beautified the king's house with furniture and hangings, and 
introduced cups and dishes of gold and silver for the royal table. All this she did, not that 
she was fond of worldly show, but that the Court should be more decent and less 
barbarous than heretofore.  
Numbers of captives were taken in the wars in raids between England and Scotland, and 
many English prisoners were living as slaves in Malcolm's lands. They were of somewhat 
better education and superior culture to the Scots and gradually advanced the civilization 
of their captors. Many of these were set free by the queen.  
When she met poor persons, she gave them liberal alms, and if she had nothing of her 
own to left to give, she asked her attendants for something that she might not let Christ's 
poor go away empty-handed. the She provided ships at a place on the Firth of Forth, still 
called "The Queen's Ferry," that all persons coming from distant parts on pilgrimage to 
St. Andrews might be brought across the water free of charge. She also gave houses and 
servants on either shore for their accommodation, that they might find everything 
necessary for their repose and refreshment and might pay their devotions in peace and 
safety. Besides this, she built homes of rest and shelter for poor strangers in various 
places. From childhood she had diligently studied the Holy Writ and having a keen 
intelligence and an excellent memory, she knew and understood the Scriptures 
wonderfully well. She delighted to consult learned and holy men concerning the sacred 
writings, and as she had a great gift for expressing herself clearly, they often found 
themselves far wiser after a conversation with her. Her love for the holy books made her 
spend much time in reading and studying such of them as she had. She longed to possess 
more portions of the Word of God, and she sometimes begged Turgot and other learned 
clergymen to procure them for her. Margaret brought up her eight children very strictly 
and piously, instructing them in the Holy Scriptures and the duties of their station and 
associating them in her works of charity. She made a great point of their treating their 
elders with becoming respect. The fruit of her good training appeared in their lives for 
long years after her time.  
There were many holy anchorites living in cells or caves in different parts of Scotland. 
These the queen occasionally visited, conversing with them and commending herself to 
their prayers. It was not uncommon in the ancient Celtic Church for devout secular 
persons to withdraw for a time from association with the rest of the world; they devoted 
themselves entirely to prayer and meditation for a long or short season, and then returned 
to the ordinary duties of life. A cave is still shown, not far from Dunfermline where 
tradition says this holy queen used to resort for solitude and prayer.  
Her abstinence was so great and her care for her own needs or gratification so small that 
her feast days were like the fast days of others. She fasted so strictly that she suffered 
acutely all her life from pain in her stomach, but she did not lose her strength. She 
observed two Lenten seasons in each year - the forty days before Easter and the forty 
days before Christmas. During these periods of self-denial, her biographer says that after 
sleeping for a short time at the beginning of the night, she went into the church and said 
alone three sets of Matins, then the Offices of the Dead, then the whole Psalter, which 
lasted until the priests had said Matins and Lauds. She then returned to her room and 
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there, assisted by the king, she washed the feet of six poor persons who were brought 
there by the chamberlain. After this, she "permitted her body to take a littel slepe or 
nodde". When it was morning she began her works of mercy again; while the psalms 
were being read to her, nine little destitute orphans were brought, and she took each on 
her lap and fed it with her own spoon. While she was feeding the babies, three hundred 
poor persons were brought into the hall and seated all round it. As soon as Margaret and 
the king came in, the doors were shut, only the chaplains and a few attendants being 
present while the king and queen waited upon Christ in the person of His poor, serving 
them with food and drink. After this meal, the queen used to go into the church and there, 
with tears and signs and many prayers, she offered herself a sacrifice to God. In addition 
to the "Hours", on the great festivals, she used to repeat the Psalter two or three times, 
and before the public Mass she had five or six private Masses sung in her presence. It was 
then time for her own dinner, but before she touched it she waited on the twenty-four 
poor people who were her daily care at all seasons; wherever she happened to be, they 
had to be lodged near the royal residence.  
She had a Gospel Book which she particularly prized and often read. It had beautiful 
illuminated pictures, all the capital letters shining with gold. One of her people, when 
passing through a stream let it fall into the water, but was not aware of his loss and went 
on. By-and-by the book was missing and was looked for everywhere, and eventually 
found at the bottom of the stream; the pieces of silk that were between the leaves to 
prevent the letters rubbing against each other were washed away; the leaves were shaken 
to and fro by the movement of the water, but not a letter was obliterated. She gave thanks 
for its restoration and prized it more than ever. This book, with the water stain on the last 
leaf, is now in the Bodleian Library.  
For more than six months before her death, Margaret could not ride on horseback and 
was often confined to bed. Malcolm invaded England many times after 1068. supporting 
the claim of his brother-in-law Edgar Atheling to the English throne. In 1072, however, 
he was forced to pay homage to William I, and in 1091, to William II. Shortly before 
Margaret's death, the king, against her advice, made a raid into Northumberland where he 
and her eldest son, Edward were slain by Norman forces at Alnwick. Malcolm died at 
Alnwick Castle on November 13, 1093. The queen, who had a presentiment of it, and 
said to those that were with her, "Perhaps this day a greater evil has happened to Scotland 
than any that has befallen it for a long time."  
Three days after this, she felt a little better and went into her oratory to hear Mass and 
receive the Holy Communion. She then returned to bed, and growing rapidly worse, 
begged Turgot and the others who were present to keep commending her soul to Christ 
with psalms. She asked them to bring her the black rood, which she had brought from 
Hungary and always regarded with great veneration. It was of gold set with large 
diamonds and said to contain a piece of the actual cross of Christ. She devoutly kissed 
and contemplated it, and when she was cold with the chill of death, she still held it in 
both hands and kept praying and saying the fifty-first psalm.  
Her son Edgar, who had gone with the king to Northumberland, came into her room to 
tell her of the death of his father and brother. Seeing his mother was dying, he was afraid 
to tell her the sad news; but she said, "I know, I know, I conjure you to tell me the truth," 
and having heard it, she praised God and died, just three days after her husband, on 
November 16, 1093 at Edinburgh Castle. The Annals of Ulster for 1093 say, 
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"Maelcolaim Mac Donnacha sovereign of Alban and Echbarda his son, slain by the 
Franks. His queen, viz. Margarita, died through grief before the end of (three) days."  
While her body still lay in Edinburgh Castle, Malcolm's brother, Donald Bane, assisted 
by the King of Norway, attacked the castle, but he only watched the gate, thinking the 
other parts of the fortification inaccessible. Margaret's family and her faithful attendants 
escaped by a postern called the West Yhet, taking with them the revered corpse. A thick 
mist hid them from the enemy. They crossed the sea and arrived without hindrance at 
Dunfermline, where they buried her according to her own wish. Malcolm was succeeded 
briefly by his brother Donald Bane. Margaret's brother, Edgar the Atheling took 
Margaret's children to England, and for fear of the Normans, gave them privately to 
friends and relations to be brought up. He afterwards helped to restore them to their 
country. Margaret's sons continued her work, which contributed greatly to a golden age in 
Scotland for two hundred years after her death. First to the throne was son, Duncan II. 
Three other sons also succeeded to the throne: Edgar (r. 1097-1107), Alexander I (r. 
1107-24), and David I (r. 1124-53). Margaret and Malcolm's daughter, Edith, also known 
as Matilda, became the wife of England's King Henry I, the fourth son of William the 
Conqueror.  

 
Margaret was worshipped without authority until 1250 or 1251 when she was canonized 
by Innocent IV who ordered her sacred body to be translated from its first tomb. On July 
19, 1297, all the arrangements being made the men who were appointed to raise the body, 
found it impossible to do so; stronger men were ordered to lift it and tried in vain; still 
more men were brought, but all their strength was unavailing. Evidently the saint 
objected to what was being done. The clergy and all present prayed earnestly that the 
mysterious opposition might cease and the sacred rite be completed. After some time an 
inspiration was granted to a devout member of the congregation; namely, that the saint 
did not wish to be separated from her husband. As soon as they began to take up his 
coffin, that of his dutiful wife became quite light and easy to move, and both were laid on 
one bier and translated with ease to the honorable place prepared for them under the high 
altar.  
In 1693 Innocent XII transferred Margaret's festival from the day of her death to June 10, 
though November 16 is still the day celebrated in Scotland. The bodies are said to have 
been acquired by Philip II, king of Spain, who placed them in the church of St. Lawrence 
in his new palace of the Escorial in two urns. The head of St. Margaret, after being in the 
possession of her descendant, Queen Mary Stuart, was secreted for many years be a 
Benedictine monk in Fife; thence it passed to Antwerp, and about 1627 it was translated 
to the Scotch college at Douai and there exposed to public veneration. It was still to be 
seen there in 1785; it was well preserved and had very fine fair hair. Neither the heads, 
the bodies nor the black rood can now be found, but the grave of Margaret may still be 
seen outside the present church of Dunfermline. Her oratory in Edinburgh castle is a 
small church with sturdy short pillars and a simple but beautiful ornamental pattern at the 
edge of its low rounded arches. It was falling to ruin when, in 1853, Queen Victoria had it 
repaired and furnished with colored glass windows.  
 
 
ALKBOROUGH, Lucia of (1065-1138) 
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Lucia, sometimes called Lucia of Bolingbroke, was an Anglo-Norman heiress in central 
England and, later in life, countess-consort of Chester. Probably descended partly from 
the old English earls of Mercia, she came to possess extensive lands in Lincolnshire 
which she passed on to her husbands and sons. She was a notable religious patron, 
founding or co-founding two small religious houses and endowing several with lands and 
churches,  

 
A charter of Crowland Abbey, now thought to be spurious, described Thorold of 
Bucknall, perhaps the same as her probable father Thorold of Lincoln, as a brother of 
Godgifu (Godiva), wife of Leofric, ealdorman of Mercia. The same charter contradicted 
itself on the matter, proceeding to style Godgifu's son (by Leofric), Alfgar, as Thorold's 
_cognatus_ (cousin). Another later source, from Coventry Abbey, made Lucia the sister 
of Earls Edwin and Morcar Leofricsson, while two other unreliable sources, the 
Chronicle of Abbot Ingmund of Crowland and the Peterborough Chronicle, also make 
Lucia the daughter of Earl Alfgar.  
 
Although there is much confusion about Lucia's ancestry in earlier writings, 
contemporary historians tend to believe that she was the daughter of Thorold, sheriff of 
Lincoln, by a daughter of William Malet (died 1071). She inherited a huge group of 
estates centred on Spalding in Lincolnshire, probably inherited from both the Lincoln and 
the Malet families. This group of estates has come to be called the 'Honour of 
Bolingbroke'.  
 
Lucia was married to three different husbands, all of whom died in her lifetime. The first 
was Ives Taillebois, possibly about 1093. Ives took over her lands as husband, and seems 
in addition to have been granted estates and extensive authority in Westmorland and 
Cumberland. He died in 1094.  
 
Her second marriage was to Roger FitzGerold, son of Gerold 'Miles Christi' and his wife 
Aubraye, with whom she had a son William de Roumare (future earl of Lincoln), who 
inherited some of her land. Roger died in either 1097 or 1098.  

 
Sometime after this, though before 1101, Lucia was married to Ranulph de Meschines, 
1st earl of Chester, vicomte de Bayeux, her last and longest marriage. He was the son of 
Ranulph de Meschines, vicomte de Bayeux, and Margaret Le Goz d'Avranches. In 1128 
or 1129 their son Ranulph II succeeded his father to the earldom of Chester (which the 
elder Ranulph had acquired in 1121). He and his sister Alice/Adeliza would have 
progeny. She married Richard de Clare, lord of Clare and Tonbridge.  
 
Upon Lucia's death about 1138, most of the Lincolnshire lands she inherited passed to her 
younger son William, while the rest passed to Ranulph II (forty versus twenty knights' 
fees). The 1130 pipe roll informs us that Lucia had paid King Henry I 500 marks after her 
last husband's death for the right not to have to remarry.  
 
Lucia, as widowed countess, founded the convent of Stixwould in 1135, becoming in the 
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words of one historian, 'one of the few aristocratic women of the late eleventh and twelfth 
centuries to achieve the role of independent lay founder'. Her religious patronage 
however centred on Spalding Priory, a religious house for which her own family was the 
primary patron. This house (a monastic cell of Crowland) was founded, or re-founded, in 
1085 by Lucia and her first husband Ives Taillebois.  

 
Later she was responsible for many endowments. For instance in the 1120s she and her 
third husband Earl Ranulph granted the priory the churches of Minting, Belchford and 
Scamblesby. In 1135 Lucia, now widowed for the last time, granted the priory her own 
manor of Spalding for the permanent use of the monks. The records indicate that she 
went to great effort to ensure that, after her own death, her sons would honour and uphold 
her gifts. Lucia died about 1138. 
 
 
BAYEUX, Ranulf, Viscomte de (1015-?) 
At the beginning of Duke William of Normandy's reign the Vicomte of the Bessin was 
Ranulph, the son of a Vicomte Anchitil. His first wife was Alice, illegitimate daughter of 
Richard III, duke of Normandy. Ranulph was among the rebels defeated by William (the 
future William 'the Conqueror') and the French King Henri I at Val-des-Dunes in 1047. 
 
Ranulf “de Briquessart” le Meschines III, Earl of Chester 
Ranulph was the son of Ranulph de Meschines, vicomte de Bayeux, and Margaret Le 
Goz d'Avranches. He became the largest landholder in Lindsey through his marriage to 
Lucia of Alkborough, the probable daughter of Turold of Bucknall, sheriff of Lincoln. 
They had a son and daughter who would have progeny.  
 
On 28 September 1106 at the battle of Tinchebrai against Robert Curthose, duke of 
Normandy, Ranulph was commander of the first wing fighting for King Henry I.  
 
He succeeded his first cousin, Richard d'Avranches, in the earldom of Chester in 1121. 
He held extensive lands in Cumberland, which he surrendered to Henry I upon receiving 
the earldom of Chester.  
 
Ranulph died in 1128 or 1129, and was succeeded by his son of the same name. 
 


