
 
 

 
 

THE REUBEN BOOMERSHINE FAMILY STORY 
(Main Characters Since 1500 – Alphabetical Order) 

 
BOOMERSHINE, Henry B. (1748-1837) 
Henry Boomershine, having been born in Prussia, Germany. Henry Boomershine was impressed into the 
German army and became one of King George III's Hessian soldiers in the war of the Revolution, coming 
to America with them to aid in suppressing the revolt against the rule of that king. Like many others of the 
Hessian troops, he took advantage of his opportunity, to remain in America and become a citizen of the 
country. 
 
Settling in Pennsylvania, he married and became the father of the following children: Peter, Henry, Jacob, 
Abraham, John, Susan and Elizabeth. Mr. Boomershine moved with his family to Ohio some time during 
the last decade of the eighteenth century, settling on the north line of the township on 160 acres of land, all 
of which was covered with dense woods, he being one of the very first to settle in that part of the country. 
Mr. Boomershine was one of the first members of the Evangelical Lutheran church in his vicinity, and in 
politics was a thoroughgoing Jacksonian democrat. He was a typical pioneer and the founder of his family 
in Ohio. He lived to the great age of eighty-eight years, dying in 1836. Boomershine was originally spelled 
Bommerscheim. 
 
Chad Boomershine wrote: 
"The Hessen-Hanau Regiment Erbprinz departed Hanau, Hessen, Germany for England March 15, 1776. 
They then departed Dover, England April 4, 1776 and arrived in North America June 1, 1776 at Quebec 
City, Canada. The regiment was brigaded with Brunswick Regiment Prinz Frederich and remained in 
Canada until it moved south to Lake Champlain to join General John Burgoyne's army in June 1777 to take 
part in the British Campaign of 1777. The regiment fought at Ticonderoga, Hubbardton, Freeman's Farm 
(1st Battle of Saratoga), and Bemis Heights (2nd Battle of Saratoga). After the defeat and surrender of 
British and Hessian forces October 17, 1777, Henry Bommersheim, along with the rest of Burgoyne's 
surviving army, was taken as a prisoner of war and marched to Albemarle County, Virginia. His name is 
found on a list of prisoners at the Albemarle prison barracks in Charlottesville, Virginia. Due to the fact 
that a British army was closing in on Charlottesville in early 1781, the Americans decided to move the 
prisoners north. It must have been during this march that Henry took off, because several others of his 
comrades are reported as deserting April 5, 1781 from night bivouac near Martinsburg, West Virginia (then 
Virginia), which is about 25 miles north of Winchester." 
 
BOOMERSHINE, Reuben (1892-1971) 
Mr. Reuben Boomershine  11518 Miller Drive, Galesburg  Age 79, passed away suddenly Monday 
morning.  Born February 7, 1892 in Brookville, Ohio, son of William and Orilla Boomershine and had 
resided in the Galesburg-Comstock area for 13 years, teaching in the Comstock Schools for two years and 
also a teacher in Kent County for ten years.  Mr. Boomershine is a pastor and an active member of the 
Church of the Brethren in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan for all of his adult life.  A graduate of Manchester 
College with an AB degree and Ohio State University with his Masters Degree.  Married to Viola E. 
Albaugh on June 3, 1925 at Covington, Ohio, who survives.  Also surviving: one son, Roger, a teacher in 
the Galesburg-Augusta schools; eight grandchildren;  one sister, Mrs. Daniel (Erta) Weimer, Louisburg, 
Ohio; many nieces and nephews.  Friends are being received at the Hoag-Schmitts Funeral Home 
Galesburg, where services will be held Thursday at 2 p.m., Pastor John D. Tomlonson of the Skyridge 
Church of the Brethren officiating.  Interment Mount Ever-Rest Cemetery.  source:  Kalamazoo Gazette 
Tues 30 March 1971 
 
BUCKWALTER, Susanna (1758-1826) 
Susanna Buckwalter for whom I only have a death year of 1826, married as her first husband, an illusive 
Mr. Lane. That we can prove, there was but one child from the union, Barbara who married John Root and 
migrated from Botetourt County, VA to Montgomery County, OH. The widowed Susanna married second, 
circa 1779, Jacob Spitler who was born 1756 in Bethel Township, present day Lebanon County PA. By 



 
 

 
 

1780 the family was living in Berkeley County present day WV and from there moved to Rockingham 
County and finally Botetourt County VA. 
 
Where Susanna and Jacob met and married is not known. Jacob had plenty of relatives in York County PA, 
so that is one possibility. Jacob was raised in the Moravian faith although his mother was originally 
Mennonite and the early Buckwalter's were Mennonite. Since Susanna's parentage is not established, her 
own faith connection is in question. What is know is the fact that she and Jacob united with the Dunker 
faith. 
 
CLEVES, William IV (1516-1592) 
Brother of Anne of Cleves, wife of King Henry VIII of England 
 
 
CONARD, Dennis (1653-1729)  
Immigrated to the United States in 1683.  Sailed on the ship Concord to Pennsylvania. 
 
 
DOORS, Theiss (Matthias) (1614-1663) 
Theis Doors born 9/18/1614 Kaldenkirchen, Germany died after 1663. Theis Doors was a parent or parent 
in law to most of the founders of Germantown. Three of his sons, who went by the Dutch form Theisson, 
came to Germantown, and their descendants are known as Tyson. He married around 1635-40, probably in 
Kaldenkirchen, Neesgen/ Nees/ Neesen/ Agnes. 
 
A shopkeeper or "retail merchant,” lived in a little house on a small piece of land near the town wall. 
Mennonite records of village and parish of Kaldenkirchen of 1652 describe him as a retail merchant, with a 
building lot with a small house and a quarter acre of arable land and alongside it a quarter acre of fishery 
rights, worth together about 350 Reichstalers. 
 
Sometime before 1655, Theiss Doors left the Catholic Church and became a Mennonite. The Mennonites 
were Anabaptist. An effort was made to expel him from Kaldenkirchen. He was fined 100 gold guilders for 
some violation. He was unable to pay the fine, and the authorities confiscated the goods in his shop to meet 
it. The bailiff of Kaldenkirchen entered the Doors home, and got into an argument with Agnes Doors, who 
was soon to give birth to a baby, abused her, and struck her hard in the face. Charges were filed, and the 
case was eventually taken before Elector Philipp Wilhelm, Duke of Julich, who decreed that Theiss could 
stay on in Kaldenkirchen and was not to be further molested. 
 
Agnes had entered their children in the Reformed Church School but to ease the stress and pressure from 
the officials, they changed their children to the Catholic school and had their infant Margarita baptized 
Catholic in 1/4/1655. Arnold Kosters/ Kusters and his wife Catharine von Haren, parents of Paulus Kuster, 
were sponsors. 
 
But by 1/20/1656 the family had changed to the Reformed Church and attended there for three months. The 
trial record said that "Theis Gohrs or Peterschen (Doros) b at Kaldenkirchen of Catholic parents, later 
adhering to the Anabaptist sect joined the Reformed Church three months ago but did this only to escape 
persecution." (Charles Custer) 
 
 
GILL, Thomas (1606-1704) 
Thomas Gill was one of the early settlers of Hing. and the ancestor of all who have borne the surname in 
this town [Hingham]. He probably came here at or about the time Rev. Peter Hobart and his company 
arrived, as he had a house-lot of five acres granted him the same year 1635, which was located on or near 
what is now the corner of main and South Sts. He also had grants of land at Broad Cove, at Pleasant Hill, 
etc. ... Constable in 1668; selectman 1645, 1646, 1684, and 1690. On May 4, 1650, his house was destroyed 
by fire. He after resided on North St., near Hobart’s Bridge. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
GREENE, Thomas (1399-1462) 
He was age 18 in 1418. He was sheriff of Northamptonshire in 1454 and knight of the shire for 
Northamptonshire. He is also designated "of Greene's Norton and Boughton, Northamptonshire; and 
Nunnington, Stonegrave, and Ness, Yorkshire. 
 
 
OTIS, John (1581-1653) 
From William A. Otis’s Memoir of the Otis Family:223  
    John “was probably born in the old family home at Glastonbury, Somerset County, in 1581. The parish 
records of Glastonbury only commence in 1602, and there is no entry there of his baptism, although his 
children are later mentioned. As the earliest mention in the Glastonbury parish register of a baptism of his 
children was in 1604, it is reasonable to assume that he was married about 1603, when 22 years old. This 
was some twenty-five years before he left England, but beyond the fact that this wife’s name was Margaret, 
that she came with her husband and their family to America and died either April 4, 1653, April 28, 1653 or 
Jan. 9, 1654 (all dates being mentioned), nothing is known.  
    “He was evidently a substantial yoeman, who, with the other Puritans of the time, left his home to escape 
the religious persecution of the times, coming to the Plymouth Colony (now Massachusetts), and willingly 
submitted to the hardships of a pioneer for such freedom.  
    “Tudor, in his life of James Otis, the patriot, says that John came from Hingham, in Norfolk, England; 
and it is a fact that most of the settlers of the New England town of this same name, to which John himself 
came, did originally live in that English town. Such being the case, combined with the statement of Tudor, 
who from his earlier date of writing may have had sources of information now unknown or destroyed, it has 
been conjectured that he left his native Glastonbury and lived for a time in Hingham, previous to 
embarking for America. If so, he did not leave until after his son John was born in 1621, as recorded in the 
parish baptisms.  
    “It is not known with certainty when he landed in America, or in whose company he came, but most 
probably the date was in the latter part of 1630. This was the year after the great charter was granted the 
colony by Charles I, and a generally more enlightened political action inaugurated by the English 
government. In fact, a distinguished historian writes that ‘as soon as this liberal action was made known, 
emigration began on an extensive scale. In 1630, about three hundred of the best Puritan families in the 
kingdom came to New England; not adventurers, not vagabonds, were these brave people, but virtuous, 
well educated, courageous men and women, who, for the sake of conscience, left comfortable homes, with 
no expectation of returning.’  
    “At one time it was supposed that John arrived with the Rev. Peter Hobart in 1635, since the early 
searchers of the records found his name in that company when they drew lots on the 18th of September, 
1635. It is evident, however, that he settled at Hingham at least as early as 1631, since in a division of lands 
in that town, a lot granted to him bears date June 1l, 1631, while the last of several grants is dated March 5, 
1647 (Hingham records, Folio XII). Among the grants recorded are the following:--‘June, 1635, John Otis 
is to have five acres of the meadow called the Home Meadow next to the cove.’ Vol. I, pg. 10.  
    “But to his descendants one of the most interesting of these grants was that of June 1, 1636, ‘ten acres for 
planting ground’ on a hill. ‘The remembrance of the original Glastonbury home of John was most curiously 
kept alive and perpetuated by him in the quaint home he gave to this ground--Weary-All-Hill. Possibly its 
shape or location, or some other feature of his new possession, reminded him of one well-known and loved 
hill in his boyhood home, its name certainly was no newly invented one, with a more local significance, as 
some historians would say, but assuredly goes back to England and to Glastonbury town.’  
    “This hill, which is 129 ft. high, is now bare, and generally would not be considered interesting, except 
for the view from its summit, which is however, certainly delightful. In the History of Hingham (Vol. I, 
page 177) the writer says, “We skirt the foot of Otis Hill--very steep upon its western slope--and from this 
cause, known to early settlers in their quaintly expressive nomenclature as Weary-All-Hill, the view from 
this hill is exquisite, lie at one’s feet, and to the northeast and east is the deep blue expanse of the Ocean. 
Daniel Webster greatly admired Otis Hill, with its view, and often visited it on his way to Marshfield. It is 
said that he had a great desire to buy it, and make his home there, but feared that is was so near the city, he 
could not hope for the seclusion which a more distant spot would afford.’  



 
 

 
 

    “John appears to have been prominent among the Colonists, judging from the rather frequent appearance 
of his name and the events mentioned in its connection. According to the Plymouth Colony records, it 
appears that ‘John Otis’ took the oath and was made a freeman of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay on 
March 3, 1635. His place of residence at Hingham was at Otis Hill, southwest of the harbor, being a 
beautiful slope of land, then covered by a heavy growth of forest trees. On March 15, 1646, his house was 
burned to the ground, ‘being the Sabbath day in the morning.’ but it was soon rebuilt, and he continued to 
live here until the death of his wife...  
    “After his first wife’s death, he moved shortly to Weymouth, where he married again, his bride being 
Elizabeth Streame, who, according to the Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island, died in 1676. He lived 
at Weymouth until the time of his death, May 31, 1657, which is recorded in Hobart’s journal with the 
statement that he was seventy-six years old, thus corroborating the year of his birth as 1581. It appears that 
his wife, at the time of her marriage, was a widow with two children, Thomas and Benjamin Streame, and 
that she survived John at least several years; since five years later, on the death of the former son, she was 
appointed administratrix, as noted in the New England Gen. Reg., Vol. XI, pg. 173:--‘Thomas Streame, 1st, 
July, 1662, ...’” 
 
JOHN OTIS 
When John was “about ten years old the family emigrated to new England, and his father settled at 
Hingham. The family residence was at ‘Otis Hill,’ where John lived until after his parents’ death. In 1668 
he, or at least a John Otis, is mentioned on the Hingham records as being a landholder; it is also recorded 
that he took the oath of fidelity there in 1662; although in 1661 he had moved to Scituate. There he bought 
of Deacon Thomas Robinson the house on the south of Coleman Hill, formerly the residence of Gen. 
Cudworth, and resided there. In 1663, according to the records, he bought for 69 pounds a certain portion 
of another property from Mr. Hatherly. In 1678 he went to Barnstable and settled a land called Otis farm, 
opposite to Hinkley Lane, near the Marshes, West Parish. There he left his son John, and returned to 
Scituate, where he died. 
 
“His monument was in the old burying ground. ‘Meeting House Lane,’ one mile south of the harbor, and in 
1845, although broken and defaced, was still legible. His will, dated Scituate 1683, gives to his eldest 
daughter, Mary, the wife of John Gorham, and daughter of Hannah and Elizabeth 50 pounds each; houses 
and lands at Hingham and Barnstable to John, Stephen, James, and Job; to Joseph and Job house and lands 
in Sciutate after his mother’s decease. He is said to have been in King Philip’s War. 
 
“John seems to have been of a rather pugnacious disposition and not easily amenable to the strict laws of 
the Puritans, so that one finds frequent references in the old records to his various legal troubles...” 
 
"John, whose posterity is very numerous, married Mary, daughter of Nicholas Jacob of Hingham, 1653. In 
1661, he settled in Scituate, on the south of Colman's hills. In 1678, he went to Barnstable, and took up 'the 
2Otis farm,' near Hinckley lane. He left at Barnstable his eldest son John, and returned and deceased in 
Scituate 1683. His monument is in 'the old burying ground in Meeting-house lane': it is broken and defaced, 
but legible at this time. 
 
"In his will, dated at Scituate, 1683, he gives 'To eldest daughter Mary, (wife of John Gowin), and 
daughters Hannah and Elizabeth 50 pounds each. Houses and lands at Hingham and Barnstable, to John, 
Stephen, James and Job. To Joseph house and lands in Scituate, after his mother's decease.'"6 
 
“In 1655, in accordance with a promise made to him at the time of his marriage in 1649, his father 
conveyed to him all of his real estate in Hingham, including the home on North Street. John Otis and his 
family resided there until 1661, when he purchased from Deacon Thomas Robinson a house, formerly that 
of Gen. James Cudworth (his second home in Scituate), on the south side of Colman hills in Scituate, and 
here he removed from Hingham. The site of this house is now [1938] covered by the railroad track of the 
Scituate Sand and Gravel Company.” 
 
 
POTE, Michael (1744-1818) 



 
 

 
 

Micheal Pote was born 1749 in Germany and immigrated 18 Sep 1773 in Philadelphia, PA, from 
Rotterdam, on the ship Brittania. He died 2 Feb 1818 in Woodberry Twp., Bedford Co, PA. Michael 
married Elizabeth WEISS on 12 Apr 1783 in Washington Co, MD. 
ladies, gentlemen, and servants who accompanied her took a pride and pleasure in offering her all they had, 
feeling sure that a double blessing would reward their alms when given through the saintly queen.  
 
SCHWARTZEL, Johann Henrich (1710-?) 
JOHÄNN HENRICH SCHWARTZEL was born 1710 in Germany. He married UNKNOWN.  
 
Johann Heinrich Schwartzel sailed from Hamburg on the ship "Snow Good Intent", last from Gosport 
England, arriving at Philadelphia in October 1754, where he took the oath of allegiance. Information is 
contained in Luther's letter of March 31, 1931 to Wilbur F. Swartzell, Sr.  
 
Johann Henrich Schwartzel is listed in the census 1634-1790 Colonial America Family Archive #310-
Cumberland County, Broderbund Family Archives  
 
According to a book on Pennsylvania German Pioneers by Strassberger Vol. 1 pages 655-659 wherein the 
list of passengers of the Good Intent are contained, the spelling of the surname seems to be somewhat 
different than those listed in the book 30,000 names by I.D. Rupp, namely Schwortzel, Johan Henrich and 
Schwertzel, John Ties(S), Schwertzel, John Jost (S) .  
 
[List 228C] At the State House At Philadelphia, Wednesday the Twenty Third day of October, 1754.  
Present : Robert Strettell, Esquire  
The Foreigners whose names are underwritten, imported on the Snow Good Intent, Cap't. John Lasly, from 
Amsterdam but last from Gosport, did this day take and subscribe to the Qualifications. 7 Roman Catholiks. 
81 Qual. From Hesse, Hanau, Palatinate & a few from Switzerland.  
 
Obtained from Garry Swatzel of Mountain Home, Idaho the following on May 9, 1997:  
 
Johan remarried and had a son John. John (son) married and lived in Virginia.  
Matthias was a son of Johan and was born in Heidleberg, Germany in 1736.  
 
 
STRIEP, Peter auf den (1560-?) 
The first public sermon given by a reformed minister in Kaldenkirchen was held in Peter Strepers' house on 
August 20, 1609, according to Emil Becker, German Researcher. From that time on for several hundred 
years, the Strepers family was linked to the Reformed faith. 
 
 
STREYPERS, Wilhelm (1638-1717) 
Wilhelm, the father of the Streeper family in America, was one of the original colonizers of Germantown, 
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania. On October 6, 1683, he arrived in Philadelphia on the sailing vessel 
"Concord" as a member of the Krefeld/Crefeld Company, a group of thirteen families who had purchased 
land from William Penn. The men in this company were weavers, carpenters, tailors, and a shoemaker. One 
year after arriving in Germantown, the enterprising immigrants had already harvested their first crop of 
flax, built their looms, and setup their spinning wheels ready to produce cloth for sale. All of the thirteen 
families were related by blood or marriage. Eleven of the heads of families were from Krefeld and 
Moenchen-Gladbach areas. Wilhelm and one other head of family were from Kaldenkirchen.  
 
Another founding father was Jan Seimons. He died the first winter, leaving his widow, Mercken Willemsen 
Lucken and their infant son, Peter Jansen. Mercken married Wilhelm Streypers in October 1685. Wilhelm 
and Mercken were the parents of three children: Lenart, born 17 May 1686; John, born 16 July 1688; and 
Trientz/Catherine, born 8 December 1690, all in Germantown, Pennsylvania.  



 
 

 
 

 
 
THOMAS, Christopher (1609-1670) 
The Thomas family of Marlboro County and the adjoining counties in North Carolina seems undoubtedly 
to be descended from Christopher Thomas, who emigrated from Caermarthen, Wales, about the year 1640 
(1634?) and settled in Talbot County, Maryland. In 1638 he was elected as one of the two members of the 
House of Burgeses for Kent County, which was a high honor when it is considered that it was not only the 
first legislative assembly, but also that Kent County comprised the entire Eastern Shore of Maryland at that 
time. Christopher Thomas married a widow named Elizabeth Higgins. Their only child was a son, Tristram 
Thomas, who also seems to have been a man of local prominence for he was appointed a commissioner to 
improve trade in Talbot County in 1685. 
 
 
THOMAS, Stephen (1705-1774) 
Stephen Thomas (Sr.), son of Tristram Thomas (Jr.) and probably Sarah Stephens Thomas, was born 28 
May 1705 in Talbot County, Maryland. He married Mary Clothier born ca. 1709, daughter of Robert 
Clothier and Jane Kemp Clothier, on 5 January 1731/32. Since Mary Clothier was of the Quaker faith, 
Stephen Thomas became a Quaker with the marriage recorded in the Quaker records. Tristram Thomas (Jr.) 
had married Jane Kemp Clothier Eubank Thomas, mother of Mary Clothier, ca. 1724 in Queen Anne's 
County. Stephen Thomas and Mary, wife, inherited 80 acres of "Hawkin's Pharsalia" in 1746 with the land 
to go to their son, Robert Thomas, upon their death. We covered this history earlier in our section of 
Tristram Thomas (Jr.). 
 
Mr. D,D. McColl published "Sketches of Old Marlboro" that listed thirteen children of Stephen Thomas 
with exact dates of birth. Mr. Arthur C. Caraway, Jr. repeated the dates of birth in his published history. We 
have been told by other Thomas researchers that the births are in the Quaker records. Although we have not 
verified the Quaker records, we do know that the Hall of Records has the Quaker records for the Third 
Haven Meeting and other Quaker meetings. The minutes for the Third Haven Meeting from 1676-1871 are 
on file. They also have the births from 1664-1929 and the burials from 1672-1952. The marriages are 
recorded from 1668-1935. Sometimes the Quakers would attend smaller nearby meetings but most of these 
records later were recorded by Third Haven Monthly Meeting. They did not record all events that happened 
for a family. 
 
It is remarkable that Stephen and Mary raised thirteen children on approximately 200 acres of land. The 
best we can determine Stephen Thomas owned only 167 acres of "Hawkins Pharsalia" and 33 1/3 acres of 
"Alcock's Pharsalia" as mentioned in our earlier history. Stephen Thomas per Queen Anne's County Deed 
Book #H, Pages 107-110 dated 2 October 1767 (recorded 29 October 1767) sold William Cannon the land. 
Mary Clothier was deceased according to the deed that stated she was deceased. Robert was already 
married to Mary Sands as both released their interest in the 80 acres of "Hawkin's Pharsalia" willed by 
Tristram Thomas (Jr.). They were probably married ca, 1756. 
 
 
WHITMAN, Elizabeth (1593-1672) 
Elizabeth Whitman was born before 11 July 1593 in Holt, Norfolk, England. She was baptized on 11 July 
1593 in Holt, Norfolk, England. She was the daughter of Abiah Whitman and Alice (?)  Elizabeth Whitman 
married as her first husband Henry Alcock on 7 September 1618 in Holt, Norfolk, England. Elizabeth 
Whitman married as her second husband Thomas Stream on 22 February 1620 in Oving, Buckinghamshire, 
England. Elizabeth Whitman married as her third husband John Otis on 31 May 1654 in Weymouth, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, now Norfolk County.  Elizabeth Whitman died in July 1676 in Weymouth, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, now Norfolk County. 
     Elizabeth Whitman was the administrator of her son Thomas Stream's will, written 1662. Elizabeth 
Whitman left a will on 22 September 1672.  Her will was proved/probated on 17 July 1676. 
 



 
 

 
 

WRIGHT, Rev. Henry (1424-?) 
Henry was born circa 1424. Henry is descended from Old Saxon Wryta family of Bayeaux, Normandy, 
France. 
 
In early 800's the fierce Viking invaders came over the North Sea to France, then the land of the Frankish 
tribes. The Viking raids were particularly terrible in France, and in the ninth century Paris was plundered 
four times. Each time the invaders slipped up the River Seine under cover of night. Finally, after the French 
King had paid them a vast amount of money, the Vikings withdrew to settle on the coast of northern 
France.  
 
This area of France is still called Normandy after the Norsemen.  
 
These early Saxon Vikings settled at what is now Bayeux, France. It was one of the landing sites for the 
allied armies. The Saxons were warlike, adventurous, more so than other Teutonic Tribes.  
 
Their expeditions to England finally resulted in the foundations of the Kingdoms; Essex, Sussex and 
Wessex; now absorbed as part of England, The Anglias, being as the same stock as Saxons, gave to 
England its name, The Angle Land, or England.  
 
At the time of the settlement at Bayeux, surnames, or family names, were not in process of formation. 
Wryde, or Wryta, in Old Saxon, meant a skilled workman. hereditary surnames were unknown in England 
in 1066, and were just coming into use in Normandy. The Norman's brought the fashion into England. 
Names originated not only from the location, but from the occupation, or some noted incident in the man's 
life.  
In 1066, under William the Conqueror (Duke of Normandy), the Normans crossed the channel and landed 
on the South coast of England, defeating the English King Harold at the Battle of Hastings. On Christmas 
Day, 1066, William the Conqueror, was crowned King of England in Westminister Abbey John Wryta, 
founder of the Wryde, or Wryta Family, as the name became known in Bayeux, Normandy, was an expert 
woodcarver, and in the manufacture of wooden and metallic articles and weapons of war. His sons became 
experts as well. 
 
His descendants took up the manufacture of both wooden and metallic weapons of warfare, they became 
noted for this and were give the name "The Wryta Family". 
 
John Wryta of Bayeux, Normandy, and 4 of his brothers accompanied King William and fought under his 
banner at Hastings. Two of the brothers, Richard and William were knighted for bravery prior to the 
invasion. Sir William was Captain of the Body Guard of William the Conqueror. The other three brothers 
Henry, John and Thomas were subsequently knighted by the King and given grants of land and manors int 
the counties of Norfolk, Sussex and Essex, settling in the vicinity of London and later moving over the 
various British Isles. Many were Knights , Lords, Members of Parliament, Judges and occupied other high 
official positions. Some members of the family settled in Scotland. Sir William Wright, was granted Lands 
in Ireland and became the progenitor of the Wrights in Ireland. In the first US Census of 1790, poor 
spelling clerks recorded the name as Right, Write, and Reyt, but Wright is the proper spelling.1,2,3 
The Wrights of Essex, Sussex, Wessex, and Norfolk trace their ancestry to a set of brothers named Wryta 
or Wryde that came over as part of the court of Guiliame le Bátard (William the Conqueror) and were 
awarded land in the various counties. Wright of Essex  owned large chunks of land in the Kelvedon and 
White Notley area, at least back to Thomas Wright b.1396 (the first that we have documented records of) 
and several Wrights of that line were ennobled. 
 
Exactly which of the brothers Wryta ended up in which county is lost to history but a number of the manor 
houses owned by the family in the 1300s through 1500s are still in existence, and several (such as 
Kelvedon Hall) remained in the family well into the 20th century. Kelvedon Hall, originally Kelveduna 
(Old English for 'speckled hill') appears as a manor and landholding in the Domesday Book. As the family 
is one of the premier families in the area, it is well documented in parish records. 
 



 
 

 
 

Documentation's a long way from perfect - there's still a 300 year hole that we haven't reconstructed - but I 
think that it's safe to say that the family is Norman. (Especially since Normans frequently ended up with the 
money.) 
 
This is the same Wright line of the Wright Brothers of airplane fame 
 
 
WRIGHT, John 
Sir John Wright of Kelvedon Hall was a member of Henry the VIII's House of Lords. He was a very useful 
servant to King Henry VIII in his fight with the Pope and became quite wealthy through support from the 
King. 
 
Sir John Wright of Kelvedon Hall was granted arms on 20 June 1509. He was a Yeoman before 1522 at 
South Weald, Essex, England.He purchased Kelvedon Hall, the tenancy to a former monastery estate, for 
£493 6s 8d for from Richard Bolles in 1538 at Kelvedon Hatch, Hundred Of Ongar, Essex, England. 

 
 
WRIGHT, Thomas 
Thomas Wright was born about 1610 in Moat House, South Weald, Essex, England, and died April 21, 
1670 in Wethersfield, Hartford Co., Connecticut. He married (1)MARY CRANBROKE August 10, 1629 in 
South Weald, Essex, England, daughter of WILLIAM CRANBROKE and MABEL. She was born 
September 21, 1609 in Cranbroke, Kent, England, and died about 1639 in probably Massachusetts. He 
married (2) MARGARET May 2, 1647 in Wethersfield, Hartford Co., Connecticut. She died April 4, 1671 
in Wethersfield, Hartford Co., Connecticut.  
 
Notes for THOMAS WRIGHT: 
 
Thomas and Mary Wright and their family came to America in 1635. In what ship is unclear. Several 
researcher believes it was the Susan & Ellen but their names are not listed on the passenger list. Thomas 
was initially in Massachusetts and was then one of the first settlers in Wethersfield, Hartford Co., 
Connecticut about 1639. (Note - The first settlement was wiped out by Indians in 1637, which killed Hugh 
Hillard, the first husband of Margaret (Elson) Hillard). A 3-acre homelot was recorded to him in 
Wethersfield on the 11th day of the 12th month in 1640.  
 
 
After his wife, Mary, died about 1636 (probably in Massachusetts) Thomas married Margaret Butler by 
whom he probably had his son Joseph. After Mary died about 1641, Thomas married widow Margaret 
(Elson) Hillard. They had no children together but she had children from her first marriage to Hugh Hilliard 
and her will mentions her Hilliard grandchildren.  
 
Thomas Wright bought a lot of land and would eventually have his own island, called "Wright Island" in 
the middle of the Connecticut River. The Indians called it Mannahannock ("Great Laughing Place"). A part 
of this island was still owned by the family in 1900. It would later be eroded away, though, and does not 
exist today.  
 
Thomas Wright was a deputy to the General Court of Connecticut in 1643; served as a selectman in 1658; 
and was a commissioner on town-lines. His earmark for cattle was duly recorded and a fence tax recorded 
in 1647. He was made a freeman on May 11, 1654, and his name is in the 1659 list as a freeman at 
Wethersfield. He also was a constable and sat on juries in 1643, 1665, and 1666. Thomas Wright's name 
was also included in a 1642 list from Guilford, New Haven Co., Connecticut for the assessment of the 
inhabitants of that town.  
 
In his 1670 will, Thomas Wright Sr. gave his wife, Margaret, all the meat and drink in his house and, "all 
the linen that I have in my possession that was of her own spinning." (Stories of Wethersfield page 29) 
 



 
 

 
 

THOMAS WRIGHT 
The history of my Wright family in New England starts with Thomas, who was son of Lord John Wright of 
the Kelvedon line, and Grace Glascock. Thomas was christened Nov. 19, 1610. He married Aug. 10, 1629 
to Mary Cranbroke, who's father was William Cranbroke and mother was Mabel. A good number of 
Wrights of this line came over to New England. Thomas probably settled near Salem as I have Mary 
Cranbroke, death there in 1641. He went to Wethersfield about 1639 and held much property there. Thomas 
and Mary had five children, James, Joseph, Thomas, Samuel, and Lydia.  
From Cuttlers' New England Families and Genealogical Memorial pages 1986 & 1991 -1192 
 
The surname Wright belongs to a very numerous and ancient English family. The ancestry of the American 
family has been traced for several generations in England. The Wright coat-of-arms is described: Azure 
two bars in chief three leopards or. Crest: out of a ducal coronet or, a dragon's head proper. 
 
This family can be definitely traced in England for four generations prior to the immigration to America of 
Thomas Wright, who came here some time before the year 1640. In old England, where family names were 
first assumed, who wrought metals was called Semith, and he who wrought in wood was called Wright, 
hence both are classed as names derived from occupations. 
Thomas Wright, son of John Wright, was born in England, November 19, 1610, and died at Wethersfield, 
Connecticut, in 1670. He was the immigrant ancestor of this branch of the family. "Stiles' Ancient 
Wethersfield," vol. i, Page 317, says that: 
Thomas Wright, the settler, came from Watertown before 1639. He had one homestead. three and one-half 
acres on the west side of High street, on which his house was built; probably before 1639; Robert Abbott, 
north, and Samuel Clark, south. 
Another homestead was received in 1654, a house, barn and five acres of land, bought of Samuel Hale, on 
the west side of Back street, between Luke Hitchcock, north, and land belonging to Matthew Griswold, 
south. 
He bought of Richard Belden a lot of twenty and a half acres in Westfield in 1654. He became by purchase 
the owner of a large part of the Great Island, thereafter known as "Wright's Island," which mostly he gave 
to his sons, Thomas and James, who bought other parcels of the island. Thomas had the north part and 
James the south part. 


